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BEFORE THE STATE OBJECTIONS PANEL 
 
In re:  Nomination Petition for Primary Election of Thomas Miller, candidate for 

Attorney General 
 
 

OBJECTIONS TO NOMINATION PETITION: 
 

 
 I, the undersigned elector who resides in the State of Iowa, object pursuant to 

Iowa Code § 43.24 to the Nomination Petition for Primary Election filed by Thomas 

Miller as a candidate for Attorney General. Miller filed his petition, along with an 

Affidavit of Candidacy, in the office of the Secretary of State on March 14, 2022. Miller 

seeks the nomination of the Democratic party. 

 I. Requirements of a valid petition. 

 A candidate for Attorney General needs signatures from not less than 2,500 

eligible electors on his or her nominating petition. Iowa Code § 45.1(2). In addition, 

the candidate must have signatures of at least 77 eligible electors from at least 18 

counties in the district. Id. The nomination petition process places demands on both 

the candidate and the signer to be accurate and complete. 

 Iowa Code § 43.14(2)(c) states that a signature line on a nomination petition 

“shall not be counted if an eligible elector supplies only a partial address or a post 

office box address, or if the signer’s address is obviously outside the boundaries of the 

district.” The Secretary of State’s candidate guide helpfully explains this requirement: 
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(Secretary of State 2022 Primary Candidate Guide 8). In addition, “[a] signature line 

shall not be counted if any of the required information is crossed out or redacted at the 

time the nomination papers are filed with the state commissioner…” Iowa Code § 

45.5(2)(d). Iowa Code § 43.15(3) also requires signers of petitions to include the “date 

of signing.” Several signature lines omit this information.  

 As explained above, candidates must submit nomination petitions that satisfy 

both a total-signature requirement and a county threshold requirement. To facilitate 

this, Iowa Code § 43.15(3) requires that the signers of a particular nomination petition 

page must be from the same county. Again, the Secretary of State’s guide to primary 

candidates flags this requirement: 

 

(Secretary of State 2022 Primary Candidate Guide 7). 
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 The code contemplates that a candidate may need to check his nomination 

petitions for issues such as having eligible electors from more than one county on a 

sheet. Iowa Code § 43.14(2)(d) states “[a] signature line shall not be counted if any of 

the required information is crossed out or redacted at the time the nomination papers 

are filed with the state commissioner…” This possibility is noted by the Secretary of 

State’s guidance: 

 

(Secretary of State 2022 Primary Candidate Guide 9). 

 In addition to having the correct number of signatures, nominating petitions 

must include certain mandatory information in the header. The Secretary of State 

provides an official form for the use of candidates. Iowa Code § 43.8. Although a 

candidate may substitute his own form, it must be “in form substantially as provided” 

by the requirements for official nominating papers. Iowa Code § 43.10. Whatever form 

the candidate uses, the nominating petition “shall include or provide spaces for the 

following information…(e) The office sought by the candidate, including the district 

number, if any.” Iowa Code § 43.14(1)(e). Thus, the Secretary of State’s official 

nominating petition form includes blanks for this information at the top right-hand 

corner of the form’s header: 
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 Iowa law makes clear the information that is required in the nominating petition 

and gives candidates who submit deficient papers no ability to argue that the deficiency 

is immaterial. “Signatures on a petition page shall be counted only if the information 

required in subsection 1 is written or printed at the top of the page.” Iowa Code 

§ 43.14(2)(a) (emphasis added). If objections are made to a nominating petition 

“relating to incorrect or incomplete information for information that is required under 

sections 43.14 or 43.18” those objections “shall be sustained” (emphasis added). This 

sentence was added by the legislature last year. 2021 Iowa Acts, Ch. 147, § 9.  

In other words, the board lacks the discretion to excuse a failure to provide sufficient 

information. The legislature has directed in two locations that the petition header 

information must be complete and accurate for the signatures on that page to be 

counted.  

 One item of information that must be included in a petition header is the 

candidate’s county of residence. Iowa Code § 43.14(1)(c) (requiring that nomination 
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papers other than candidates for the general assembly include “a statement of the 

name of the county where the candidate resides.”) Because the candidate county 

residence information is mandated by Iowa Code § 43.14, the failure to include it 

invalidates the sheet and the board is required to sustain the objection to it. 

 Miller’s filing claimed to exceed 77 signatures in 21 counties: 

County Name: Signatures: 
Adair  110 
Allamakee 119 
Black Hawk  77 
Cedar 101 
Cerro Gordo  81 
Clinton  99 
Dubuque  103 
Fayette  129 
Jasper  121 
Johnson  182 
Lee  102 
Linn  226 
Marshall  83 
Mills  77 
Polk  323 
Poweshiek  136 
Scott 191 
Sioux 112 
Story  85 
Warren  80 
Woodbury  190 
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Because in four of those counties (Black Hawk, Mills, Story, and Warren) the number 

of valid signatures does not equal or exceed 77, he has failed to qualify for the 

Democratic primary ballot. 

 
 II. Miller submitted 77 signatures for Black Hawk County. Two of 

those signatures are invalid, leaving him with 75 signatures and 20 counties 

exceeding the 77-signature threshold.   

 Miller submitted seven pages for Black Hawk County: 
 

Page number: Number of 
signatures: 

1 4 
2 7 
3 9 
4 13 
5 9 
6 20 
7 15 

Total: 77 
 
 
 The following signatures are invalid: 

Page number: Line number: Objection: 
4 6 Duplicate signature, see page 2, line 5. 
5 8 Duplicate signature, see page 1, line 3 
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 III. Miller submitted 77 signatures for Mills County. Twenty of those 

signatures are invalid, leaving him with 57 signatures and 19 counties exceeding 

the 77-signature threshold.  

 Miller’s Mills County nomination petitions consist of 11 pages: 

Page number: Number of 
signatures: 

1 20 
2 15 
3 9 
4 8 
5 1 
6 2 
7 2 
8 5 
9 5 
10 7 
11 2 
12 1 

Total: 77 
 
 The following signatures are invalid: 
 

Page number: Line number: Objection: 
1  The sheet does not include the candidate’s 

county of residence, information that is 
required by Iowa Code § 43.14(1)(c). 
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 IV. Miller submitted 85 signatures for Story County. Ten of those 

signatures are invalid, leaving him with 75 signatures and 18 counties exceeding 

the 77-signature threshold.   

 Miller’s Story County nomination petitions consist of eight pages: 

Page number: Number of 
signatures: 

1 20 
2 14 
3 5 
4 4 
5 6 
6 2 
7 19 
8 15 

Total: 85 
 
 The following signatures are invalid: 

Page number: Line number: Objection: 
3 1 The address listed is in Des Moines, Polk 

County. Incomplete date of signing. 
3 2 The address listed is for a Iowa State 

University residence hall, no room number 
is provided. Incomplete date of signing. 

3 3 Incorrect and incomplete date of signing 
(wrote “5/1”). 

3 4 The address listed is for a Iowa State 
University residence hall, no room number 
is provided. Incomplete date of signing. 

4 2 Signer is registered to vote in Dubuque 
County. 

4 4 Signer is registered to vote in Black Hawk 
County. 
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5 1 The address listed is in Clive, Dallas 
County. 

7 6 Duplicate signature. See page 1, line 17. 
7 14 Duplicate signature. See page 2, line 11. 

 

 The Iowa State University residence halls listed on page 3, line 2 and page 3, line 

4 are described in the attached print out. No unit number was provided by the two 

signers as indicated above. 

 V. Miller submitted 80 signatures for Warren County. Eight of those 

signatures are invalid, leaving him with 72 signatures and 17 counties exceeding 

the 77-signature threshold.   

 Miller’s Warrent County nomination petitions consist of ten pages: 

Page number: Number of 
signatures: 

1 13 
2 4 
3 9 
4 8 
5 5 
6 3 
7 2 
8 5 
9 20 
10 211 

Total: 80 
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The following signatures are invalid: 

Page number: Line number: Objection: 
3 3 Address listed is the Simpson College 

student center, not a residence hall.  
3 4 Address listed is the Simpson College 

student center, not a residence hall.  
3 5 Address listed is the Simpson College 

student center, not a residence hall.  
3 6 Address listed is the Simpson College 

student center, not a residence hall.  
3 7 Address listed is the Simpson College 

student center, not a residence hall.  
3 8 Address listed is the Simpson College 

student center, not a residence hall.  
3 9 Signer is registered to vote in another 

county. 
10 4 Duplicate signature, see page 5, line 1 

A print out of the Simpson College website is attached showing the address 

listed by these signers is for the student center, not any residence hall on campus. 

VI. Because Miller has failed to submit 77 or more signatures from at

least 18 counties, he may not appear on the Democratic primary ballot for 

Attorney General 

Miller has failed to qualify for the Democratic primary for Attorney General 

because he has not complied with the requirement to submit 77 or more signatures in 

at least 18 counties. He is one county short of this requirement. The State Objection 



 11 

Panel should sustain the objections and direct that Miller’s name not appear on the 

primary ballot. 

Respectfully submitted: 

Teresa Garman 
Story County 

ATTORNEY FOR OBJECTORS: 

Alan R. Ostergren 
Alan R. Ostergren, PC 
500 Locust Street, Suite 199 
Des Moines, Iowa 50309 
(515) 207-0134
alan.ostergren@ostergrenlaw.com
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Helser Residence Hall
Official abbreviation: HELSER

Space in this building

Floor Plans
All rooms in this building
Departments and space usage
EH&S Emergency Maps

Building Supervisor

MAIN, HEATH ALEXANDER
 (515) 294-3322
 hmain@iastate.edu

http://www.housing.iastate.edu/places/halls/helser
https://www.fpm.iastate.edu/maps/buildings/rooms.asp?building=HELSER
https://www.fpm.iastate.edu/maps/buildings/spacebybuilding.asp?building=HELSER
https://www.fpm.iastate.edu/maps/buildings/emergencymap.asp?id=52
tel:(515) 294-3322
mailto:hmain@iastate.edu
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Location

See this building on the online campus map
See this building on Google Maps
Nearby parking lots

Energy / Utility Use

Utility Consumption Benchmarks

221 BEYER CT
Latitude: 42.02409
Longitude: -93.65183

Services

https://www.fpm.iastate.edu/maps/find_building.asp?building=HELSER
http://maps.google.com/?ll=42.02409,-93.65183&z=19
https://www.fpm.iastate.edu/maps/buildings/building_parking.asp?id=52
https://www.fpm.iastate.edu/utilities/billing/benchmarks_building.asp?building=HELSER
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History

Current FPM work orders
Utility outage log
Subscribe to our customer notifications to be informed of planned outages before they occur.

Mail Service by Department of Residence
 Collection/Delivery Contact Information

Udcc(Rm#195)
Mailroom-515-294-6872
Email-Office Manager Mara Fleming- mfleming@iastate.edu 
Hours:

M-F: 8am-6 pm
Sat-Sun: 1-5pm

Dumpster collection by Campus Services
Monday: between 7:30 AM and 9:30 AM
Tuesday: between 7:30 AM and 9:30 AM
Wednesday: between 7:30 AM and 9:30 AM
Thursday: between 7:30 AM and 9:30 AM
Friday: between 7:30 AM and 9:30 AM

https://www.fpm.iastate.edu/maps/buildings/workorders.asp?building=HELSER
https://www.fpm.iastate.edu/notify/bldglog.asp?bldg_id=52
https://www.fpm.iastate.edu/notify/
https://www.housing.iastate.edu/
mailto:mfleming@iastate.edu
https://www.fpm.iastate.edu/campusservices/


3/25/22, 9:10 AM Martin Residence Hall
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Martin Residence Hall
Official abbreviation: MARTIN

Space in this building

Floor Plans
All rooms in this building
Departments and space usage
EH&S Emergency Maps

Building Supervisor

MAIN, HEATH ALEXANDER
 (515) 294-3322
 hmain@iastate.edu

http://www.housing.iastate.edu/places/halls/martin
https://www.fpm.iastate.edu/maps/buildings/rooms.asp?building=MARTIN
https://www.fpm.iastate.edu/maps/buildings/spacebybuilding.asp?building=MARTIN
https://www.fpm.iastate.edu/maps/buildings/emergencymap.asp?id=171
tel:(515) 294-3322
mailto:hmain@iastate.edu
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Location

See this building on the online campus map
See this building on Google Maps
Nearby parking lots
3D SketchUp Model from the Trimble Warehouse

Energy / Utility Use

Utility Consumption Benchmarks

131 BEYER CT
Latitude: 42.02387
Longitude: -93.65294

https://www.fpm.iastate.edu/maps/find_building.asp?building=MARTIN
http://maps.google.com/?ll=42.02387,-93.65294&z=19
https://www.fpm.iastate.edu/maps/buildings/building_parking.asp?id=171
https://3dwarehouse.sketchup.com/model.html?id=f092649c3ed493a8645c3776ea3ecd70
https://www.fpm.iastate.edu/utilities/billing/benchmarks_building.asp?building=MARTIN
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History

Services

Current FPM work orders
Utility outage log
Subscribe to our customer notifications to be informed of planned outages before they occur.

Mail Service by Department of Residence
 Collection/Delivery Contact Information

Udcc(Rm#195)
Mailroom-515-294-6872
Email-Office Manager Mara Fleming- mfleming@iastate.edu 

 

Dumpster collection by Campus Services
Monday: between 7:30 AM and 9:30 AM
Wednesday: between 7:30 AM and 9:30 AM
Friday: between 7:30 AM and 9:30 AM

https://www.fpm.iastate.edu/maps/buildings/workorders.asp?building=MARTIN
https://www.fpm.iastate.edu/notify/bldglog.asp?bldg_id=171
https://www.fpm.iastate.edu/notify/
https://www.housing.iastate.edu/
https://www.fpm.iastate.edu/campusservices/
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Search Terms
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FRATERNITIES

VISIT
(/ADMISSION-AID/VISIT-SIMPSON-COLLEGE)

DEPOSIT
(HTTPS://ADMISSIONS.SIMPSON.EDU/APPLY/STATUS)

APPLY
(HTTPS://ADMISSIONS.SIMPSON.EDU/APPLY/) GIVE
(/ALUMNI-AND-GIVING/SIMPSON-FUND)

Your Street Address 

(http://www.facebook.com/share.php?

u=https://simpson.edu/internal/residenc

life/your-street-address&amp;title=Your

Street Address )

(https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?

url=https://simpson.edu/internal/res

life/your-street-address&amp;status=

Address +https://simpson.edu/intern

life/your-street-address)

/ / / Your

Street

Address 

Home

(/)

Simpson College

Internal Website

(/Internal)

Residence Life

(/Internal/Residence-

Life)

Residence Life

Alpha Tau Omega – 703 North E

Street

•

Sigma Alpha Epsilon – 705 North E

Street

•

Kappa Theta Psi – 701 North E

Street

•

(/)

https://simpson.edu/admission-aid/visit-simpson-college
https://admissions.simpson.edu/apply/status
https://admissions.simpson.edu/apply/
https://simpson.edu/alumni-and-giving/simpson-fund
http://www.facebook.com/share.php?u=https://simpson.edu/internal/residence-life/your-street-address&amp;title=Your%20Street%20Address%C2%A0
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?url=https://simpson.edu/internal/residence-life/your-street-address&amp;status=Your%20Street%20Address%C2%A0+https://simpson.edu/internal/residence-life/your-street-address
https://simpson.edu/
https://simpson.edu/internal
https://simpson.edu/internal/residence-life
https://simpson.edu/
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Residence

Life

(/internal/r

life)

SORORITIES

RESIDENCE HALLS

APARTMENTS

Housing during

COVID

(/internal/residence-

life/housing-during-

covid)

Student Handbook

(/internal/residence-

life/student-

handbook)

Housing Agreement 

(/internal/residence-

life/student-

handbook/housing-

agreement)

Mission

(/internal/residence-

life/mission)

Returning Students

(/internal/residential

life/returning-

students)

Housing Options

(/internal/residence-

life/returning-

students/housing-options)

About Our Staff

Lambda Chi Alpha – 707 North E

Street

•

Pi Beta Phi – 406 North Buxton•

Delta Delta Delta – 705 North C

Street

•

Kappa Kappa Gamma – 515 North

E Street

•

Barker Hall – 603 North Buxton•

Buxton Hall – 606 North E Street•

Kresge  Hall – 604 North C Street•

Picken Hall – 607 North D Street•

Colonial House – 504 North

Buxton

•

Hamilton House – 501 West

Clinton

•

Washington House – 500 North

Buxton

•

Weinman Apartments – 501 North

E Street

•

Detroit Apartments (1-5) – 608

West Detroit

•

D i A (6 10) 700

https://simpson.edu/internal/residence-life
https://simpson.edu/internal/residence-life/housing-during-covid
https://simpson.edu/internal/residence-life/student-handbook
https://simpson.edu/internal/residence-life/student-handbook/housing-agreement
https://simpson.edu/internal/residence-life/mission
https://simpson.edu/internal/residential-life/returning-students
https://simpson.edu/internal/residence-life/returning-students/housing-options
https://simpson.edu/internal/residence-life/about-our-staff
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THEME HOUSES

ON-CAMPUS BUILDINGS

(/internal/residence-

life/about-our-staff )

Room Selection

(/internal/residence-

life/room-selection)
Gender-Inclusive Housing

(/internal/residential-

life/room-

selection/gender-inclusive-

housing)

Lottery Numbers

(/internal/residential-

life/room-

selection/lottery-numbers)

Room Selection FAQs

(/internal/residence-

life/room-selection/room-

selection-faqs)

Selection Process

(/internal/residence-

life/room-

selection/selection-

process)

Theme Housing

(/internal/residence-

life/room-selection/theme-

housing)

Get Involved

(/internal/residence-

life/get-involved)

Area Councils

( l d l

Detroit Apartments (6-10) – 700

West Detroit

•

Detroit Apartments (11-15) – 702

West Detroit

•

Station Square Apartments – 100

East Detroit

•

Clinton Apartments – 701 West

Clinton

•

Theme House 4 – 903 North E

Street – Performing Arts (PA)

House

•

Theme House 7 – 707 North D

Street – Carver Cultural Center

•

Theme House 8 – 705 North D

Street – Women’s and Gender

Resource Center

•

Theme House 10 – 411 West

Clinton (down) – La Casa Unida

•

Theme House 11 – 411 West

Clinton (up) – La Casa Unida

•

Mary Berry – 504 North C Street•

Carver – 206 West Clinton•

Physical Plant – 104 West Detroit•

Hillman – 300 West Clinton•

https://simpson.edu/internal/residence-life/about-our-staff
https://simpson.edu/internal/residence-life/room-selection
https://simpson.edu/internal/residential-life/room-selection/gender-inclusive-housing
https://simpson.edu/internal/residential-life/room-selection/lottery-numbers
https://simpson.edu/internal/residence-life/room-selection/room-selection-faqs
https://simpson.edu/internal/residence-life/room-selection/selection-process
https://simpson.edu/internal/residence-life/room-selection/theme-housing
https://simpson.edu/internal/residence-life/get-involved
https://simpson.edu/internal/residential-life/get-involved/area-councils
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(/internal/residential-

life/get-involved/area-

councils)

Student Staff

(/internal/residence-

life/get-involved/student-

staff)

Important Dates for

Housing 2021-2022

(/internal/residence-

life/important-

dates-housing-2021-

2022)

Photo Gallery

(/internal/residential

life/photo-gallery)

Break Housing

(/internal/residence-

life/break-housing)

Summer &  May

Housing

(/internal/residence-

life/summer-may-

housing)

Your Street Address 

(/internal/residence-

life/your-street-

address)

Cowles – 600 North D Street•

McNeill – 410 North C Street•

Dunn Library – 508 North C Street•

Wallace – 507 North Buxton•

Brenton Student Center – 701

North C Street

•

Pfeiffer – 602 North C Street•

College Hall – 505 North Buxton•

Amy Robertson Music – 501 North

Buxton

•

Smith Chapel – 409 North Buxton•

Blank Performing Arts – 513 North

D Street

•

Hopper – 509 North C Street•

Concession Stand – 408 North D

Street

•

Press Box – 408 North D Street•

Art Center – 504 North C Street•

https://simpson.edu/internal/residential-life/get-involved/area-councils
https://simpson.edu/internal/residence-life/get-involved/student-staff
https://simpson.edu/internal/residence-life/important-dates-housing-2021-2022
https://simpson.edu/internal/residential-life/photo-gallery
https://simpson.edu/internal/residence-life/break-housing
https://simpson.edu/internal/residence-life/summer-may-housing
https://simpson.edu/internal/residence-life/your-street-address
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701 North C Street

Indianola, Iowa 50125

515-961-6251

CONTACT US

(https://www.facebook.com/SimpsonCollege/)(https://www.twitter.com/simpsoncollege)(https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCHF2EXSorghA1p8kQNEhZcA)

(https://www.instagram.com/simpsoncollege/)

©2020 Simpson College. All rights reserved.

(/)

https://simpson.edu/about/contact-us
https://www.facebook.com/SimpsonCollege/
https://www.twitter.com/simpsoncollege
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCHF2EXSorghA1p8kQNEhZcA
https://www.instagram.com/simpsoncollege/
https://simpson.edu/
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