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Absentee Voting – Drop Boxes Not Permitted

Iowa law provides that absentee ballot may be returned to the County 
Auditor in 1 of 3 ways: 

1. Via the USPS
2. Delivered to the County Auditor’s Office by the voter
3. Delivered to the County Auditor’s Office by the voter’s designee

Because the Legislature has been specific about who and how voted 
ballot may be returned, a County Auditor does not have the authority 
to establish drop box system in their county



Absentee Voting – Drop Boxes Not Permitted

In summary, voters who are voting absentee-by-mail have 3 options to 
return their voted ballot: 

1. Via the USPS
2. By delivering it to the County Auditor’s Office themselves
3. Having a third party deliver it to the County Auditor’s Office 

Voters who are voting absentee in-person obviously only have one 
option, which is turning it returning it immediately after marking it 


