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Laura Belin <laurarbelin@bleedingheartland.com>

Randy's Roundup: Delivering relief for natural disaster victims

Rep. Randy Feenstra <repfeenstra@mail8.housecommunications.gov> Sat, Feb 20, 2021 at 10:08 AM
Reply-To: repfeenstra@mail8.housecommunications.gov
To: laurarbelin@bleedingheartland.com

Dear Friend,

2020 was a tough year for many Iowans, and unfortunately, it wasn’t just because of the
COVID-19 pandemic. Many Iowa farmers and rural business owners suffered losses due to
the derecho and severe droughts, both of which impacted millions of acres of cropland
across our state. That’s why I made it a priority to deliver much-needed relief for
producers impacted by the derecho and other natural disasters.

MY LATEST COLUMN: Delivering relief for natural disaster victims

On Monday, August 10, 2020, a massive storm system with high winds and isolated
tornadoes tore through the Midwest, leaving a 700 mile path of destruction in its wake --
from Nebraska all the way to Indiana. In Iowa, early estimates indicated that 43 percent of
cropland was impacted across the state, flattening millions of acres of corn and soybeans,
crippling grain bins, and tearing barns and machine sheds apart. The National Oceanic
and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) estimated damages from the storm, known as a
derecho, would amount to $7.5 billion -- making it the most costly severe thunderstorm in
United States history. 

When this devastating storm swept across the Midwest, many producers were already
grappling with market disruptions due to the COVID-19 pandemic. As Congress began
debating the latest stimulus bill, I kept this in mind and made it a priority to deliver much-
needed relief for farmers and rural businesses impacted by the derecho and other natural
disasters.

I am extremely pleased that an amendment I proposed, which would grant assistance to

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001e-Dqvd8sh_pFWQ026LTOnrhjmc_EepavAHWfhpjGo8oqUxpDUon8Up--NJIiBVqdpyzENBBA9MFZX34x8jBmcpEosJJmltPEhNo9Qyiy5MwRD6mRmuYFiTaHOBmJSJIsabhg0TFesWu0A3lBDQQLqg==&c=qH5-hmh1MqZDYBg5Kiae2uw8H3O9nrZsAxNGLhfwucsxzE_sY8wCxA==&ch=UN-UhCFxjJK4u5uLRTfmEvGi9-eA-ULbzqH9dAFuFXbGS6ui8B6d2g==
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those affected by high wind storms like last summer’s derecho, was adopted by the House
Agriculture Committee. By reallocating some of the funds appropriated in the original bill
to be used for the United States Department of Agriculture’s (USDA) Wildlife and
Hurricane Indemnity Program (WHIP), this legislation will help thousands of producers
across the country who have suffered losses from natural disasters or severe weather --
including floods, snowstorms, and droughts.

READ MY LATEST COLUMN: Delivering relief for natural disaster
victims

Listen to my discussion on the amendment with Iowa Agribusiness
Radio Network

MEETING WITH IOWANS

In order to deliver results, I know how important it is to listen directly to Iowans’ concerns
so I can take them to Washington. Last week, I had the pleasure of visiting Northwest Iowa
Community College, MMCRU's iTech Center, and Buena Vista University's Ag Experiment
Center. I enjoyed learning more about their technical training and agriculture programs!

Click on the pictures below to learn more about each stop:

NWICC MMCRU BVU

GETTING COVID-19 VACCINES TO OUR DISTRICT

I'm committed to making sure vaccines are distributed to every corner of our district. Last
week, I joined fellow Iowa Representatives Ashley Hinson, Mariannette Miller-Meeks, and
Cindy Axne in urging the U.S. Department of Health and Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention to prioritize Iowa's federally qualified community health centers in the next
round of their vaccine program.

Read the full letter by clicking below:

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001e-Dqvd8sh_pFWQ026LTOnrhjmc_EepavAHWfhpjGo8oqUxpDUon8UsimPxLPLLNVnS3VhNcOCL8nw-KxUZZv0ezSPEOz_zPJ0xt5kEJPKltujbkHv6juyrupAzSddjwzSk1KS9uv58v-Ty_r5rDDzPx_2xhPdJtvxKlNr_WIzbly0NQEmj27edviB0oPAr-DRYLGZ37-trwLFcs-t6wL9ZYJo4o0rV3Sn6bLBUXTJq2EGo_9zvr44aDV_NAWyt05&c=qH5-hmh1MqZDYBg5Kiae2uw8H3O9nrZsAxNGLhfwucsxzE_sY8wCxA==&ch=UN-UhCFxjJK4u5uLRTfmEvGi9-eA-ULbzqH9dAFuFXbGS6ui8B6d2g==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001e-Dqvd8sh_pFWQ026LTOnrhjmc_EepavAHWfhpjGo8oqUxpDUon8UsimPxLPLLNVmPYOoybpjaFDGhUtRMn-NLKF1hTT-j3LdcpDlj-1QrLWxGD6lAKyFGNe5soayrgNd4ywmA8f2ZCnpeAyY8-_BO599QiZFg7sJi_blJpJiLttgnZO28X-2T_cTfLnE7oRRZF7FhuunqFS7XSkS70xFbs1z9mwn-NRYWkbJNmkA8BtRYBYkfwnGXFqFR58LAedJXz8IP-n0EE=&c=qH5-hmh1MqZDYBg5Kiae2uw8H3O9nrZsAxNGLhfwucsxzE_sY8wCxA==&ch=UN-UhCFxjJK4u5uLRTfmEvGi9-eA-ULbzqH9dAFuFXbGS6ui8B6d2g==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001e-Dqvd8sh_pFWQ026LTOnrhjmc_EepavAHWfhpjGo8oqUxpDUon8UsimPxLPLLNVDaDLZJkWt8rHouPtOs8QZecI3QueNa4eHhPQImFswOrAJ-N4if6eYHjOB41lTreQUX800FuKN5-Qzq3EYZNQpmeOVCppZ0aFcI9Zil-n2mKTZa8b4DhHIQa5AkjP9LKKv8sD1M3YAKWl3BAYJ_DEUA==&c=qH5-hmh1MqZDYBg5Kiae2uw8H3O9nrZsAxNGLhfwucsxzE_sY8wCxA==&ch=UN-UhCFxjJK4u5uLRTfmEvGi9-eA-ULbzqH9dAFuFXbGS6ui8B6d2g==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001e-Dqvd8sh_pFWQ026LTOnrhjmc_EepavAHWfhpjGo8oqUxpDUon8UsimPxLPLLNVC_EWUQ5MlIgTJnfMm7Hm-VPldWZHsH8FrunV1osjwyuWjzBg-e-t20DuGTDQlcMYWx6qIaF18Jw-1jAjFpTOVc2WutkUUPB9QKtveQM-88wrFKBVBh0-TZGsogpGT1-W-e8cyLhMZlrsskPEPn8Ptg==&c=qH5-hmh1MqZDYBg5Kiae2uw8H3O9nrZsAxNGLhfwucsxzE_sY8wCxA==&ch=UN-UhCFxjJK4u5uLRTfmEvGi9-eA-ULbzqH9dAFuFXbGS6ui8B6d2g==
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BONUS

It’s so great to see Iowa businesses like Pizza Ranch growing and adapting in light of
pandemic-related challenges. I'm thankful for all the work they do to support our rural
communities. Of course, I'm also very thankful for their delicious cactus bread!

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001e-Dqvd8sh_pFWQ026LTOnrhjmc_EepavAHWfhpjGo8oqUxpDUon8UsimPxLPLLNVCUW9xal-0IbPauHt9uP3h7Z5o4K2RH1UlOWlKT17YgSO8jGueaAdsdq8cZJDtz5YNaWBh9A6f7fQ-yyOEcAw2heehCQdtcJtt2ZiHmziJggTt5ZAjxwEORZMwITVhURt6U0AWKL09u8YR3H_FiW1Hg==&c=qH5-hmh1MqZDYBg5Kiae2uw8H3O9nrZsAxNGLhfwucsxzE_sY8wCxA==&ch=UN-UhCFxjJK4u5uLRTfmEvGi9-eA-ULbzqH9dAFuFXbGS6ui8B6d2g==
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We are government together, and I am here to serve you. Your thoughts, concerns, and
comments are very important to me. Always feel free to call (202) 225-4426 or visit my
website at feenstra.house.gov.

Sincerely,

Rep. Randy Feenstra
Member of Congress
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