SUSTAINING MEMBERS

Armstrong Journal and its Bancroft Register, Buena Vista County
Journal, Emmetsburg Reporter-Democrat, Laurens Sun, Estherville
News, Graettinger Times, Humboldt Independent, Pocahontas
Record-Democrat, Ruthven Zipcode, Ringsted Dispatch, Swea City
Herald-Press, West Bend Journal

Axios Media Inc., Des Moines

David Busiek, Des Moines

Business Record, Des Moines

Cedar Rapids Gazette

Cityview, Des Moines

CNHI LLC’s Ottumwa Courier, Clinton Herald, Oskaloosa Herald

Des Moines Register

Barbara and Michael Gartner, Des Moines

Michael and Cheryl Giudicessi, Johnston

Carol A. Hunter, Des Moines

International Union of Bricklayers & Allied Craftworkers

lowa Broadcasters Association

lowa Laborers / Employers Cooperation & Education Trust

lowa Newspaper Association

lowa PBS

lowa Public Radio

lowa State Building & Construction Trades Council

KCCI-TV, Des Moines

KCRG-TV, Cedar Rapids

N'West lowa REVIEW, Sheldon

O'Brien County Bell-Times-Courier, Paullina, and affiliates Marcus
News, Peterson Patriot, Sanborn Pioneer

Susan Patterson Plank and Shawn Plank, Urbandale

Quad—Cit?/ Times, Davenport

Scott Sailor, Des Moines

Sioux City Journal

Storm Lake Times Pilot

Sycamore Media Corp. and its Maquoketa Sentinel Press, Bellevue
Herald Leader, De Witt Observer, Wapello Republican, Van Buren
County Register, New London Journal, Des Moines County News,
Morning Sun News Herald

WHO-TV, Des Moines

Woodward Communications Inc. and its Dubuque Telegraph Herald,
Dyersville Commercial, Cascade Pioneer, Manchester Press

FIRST AMENDMENT MEMBERS

American Civil Liberties Union of lowa

Ames Tribune

Associated Press, lowa Bureau, Des Moines

Bleeding Heartland LLC, Des Moines

Carroll Times Herald

Cherokee Chronicle Times

Rob Davis, Urbandale

David E. Drake and Claire Cumbie-Drake, Des Moines

Stephen P. Dinnen, Des Moines

Drake University School of Journalism & Mass Communication

The Daily lowan, lowa City and its affiliates, Mount Vernon-Lisbon
Sun, Solon Economist

David Elbert, Des Moines

Diane Graham, Des Moines

lowa State University Greenlee School of Journalism & Communication

Harlan News-Advertiser and Tribune and its sister newspapers
Glenwood Opinion-Tribune, Red Oak Express, North Scott Press,
West Liberty Index, Wilton-Durant Advocate News

Indiana-lllinois-lowa Foundation for Fair Contracting

InvestigateMidwest.com

lowa Association for Justice

lowa Broadcast News Association

lowa City Press-Citizen

lowa High School Press Association

KWWL-TV, Waterloo

Rox Laird, Des Moines

Lee Enterprises Inc. sister publications Mason City Globe Gazette,
Waterloo-Cedar Falls Courier

Pen City Current, Fort Madison

RAYGUN LLC

University of lowa School of Journalism & Mass Communication

Southeast lowa Building & Construction Trades Council, Burlington.

Southeast lowa Union and its affiliates, Mount Pleasant News,
Washington Evening Journal, Fairfield Ledger, Belle Plaine Star
Press Union, Richland Clarion-Plainsman, Marengo Pioneer
Republican, Williamsburg Journal Tribune, Poweshiek County
Chronicle Republican (Montezuma)

Times Citizen Communications Inc., lowa Falls

Tri-City Building & Construction Trades Council, Rock Island, IIl.

David Yepsen, Des Moines

IOWA FREEDOM OF INFORMATION COUNCIL

May 14, 2024

The Honorable Kim Reynolds
lowa Capitol

1007 E. Grand Ave.

Des Moines, IA 50319

RE: House File 2539
Dear Governor Reynolds:

The lowa Freedom of Information Council wants to make
you aware of what we believe represents a serious
erosion of lowa’s long history of open and transparent
meetings by state and local government boards, councils
and commissions.

In the final days of the 2024 session of the General
Assembly, the House and Senate adopted an
amendment to House File 2539 that creates an enormous
loophole that would affect what constitutes a “meeting”
under lowa Code chapter 21.

We share the concerns that were expressed to you by
Erika Eckley, executive director of the lowa Public
Information Board, in a letter dated May 3, 2024.

Instead of clarifying that members of government boards
could attend events of political parties and civic
organizations without violating lowa’s open meetings law,
the actual language in the enrolled bill can be interpreted
to not include the statute’s existing prohibition on
deliberation of public policy issues when government
board members attend social or ministerial gatherings.

Such a change in the definition of a “meeting” is a serious
erosion of chapter 21. For example, such a change opens
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the door for a quorum of members of a school board to gather at a chamber of commerce dinner
and discuss and deliberate on their school district’s curriculum or textbook acquisition policies. Or a
majority of members of a city council could come together at a United Way reception and discuss
changes to their city’s standard agreement for development incentives.

House File 2539 also would increase the penalties for violations of the open meetings law. But the
lowa FOI Council believes that improvement in the statute does not outweigh the harm represented
by the change in the definition of a public meeting.

For these reasons, we hope you will veto House File 2539 and will encourage the General
Assembly to further consider these matters when the General Assembly convenes in 2025.

Respectfully,

i

Randy Evans
Executive Director

(515) 745-0041
lowaFOICouncil@gmail.com



