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To the People of House District 57

Des Moines Public Schools Superintendent

The big news out of Des Moines this past week has been the revelations surrounding the
now-former Des Moines Public Schools superintendent lan Roberts. It seems like every
day brings multiple new headlines on this story, so let's recap where things stand at the
time of this writing.

Last Friday, the news broke that Roberts had been arrested by ICE agents for being in the
country illegally with a final order of deportation from 2024 and no work authorization.
Authorities said that Roberts fled law enforcement and abandoned a district-owned
vehicle where they found an illegal firearm and $3,000 in cash.

In the days since, so much about lan Roberts' background has come into question.
Morgan State University says Roberts never received the doctoral degree he claimed to
have. MIT and George Washington University are also disputing_Roberts' claims about his
academic credentials and awards. It appears Roberts had previous run-ins with the law,
including a gun charge and a restraining_order. Bad just keeps getting worse as this story
unfolds.

Now, DMPS has accepted his resignation after the lowa Board of Educational Examiners
revoked his license, but major questions remain. We need more answers as to how DMPS
found themselves in this position.

The Department of Justice announced it is conducting an investigation into Des Moines
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Public Schools' employment practices. In the lowa House, we have the Government
Oversight Committee for situations like this. Chairman Charley Thomson has already sent
a letter to DMPS requesting that they retain all documents so the committee can conduct
a full investigation. After taking a look at all the facts, we can better determine the best
way forward.

Two Weeks Left to Apply to be a Legislative Page

The 2026 Legislative Page Program is accepting applications for two more weeks! The
deadline is October 17th. Do you know a high school junior or senior who would be
interested in the program? Encourage them to apply! Want more information about the
program? Read my previous newsletter with more details here.

Follow My Facebook Page

Speaker Pat Grassley @ -
2d-@

Thiz team was one of a kind! What an honor for a great group of girls.

Owen Siebring
d-@

After 3 months of counting down the best high school teams from Eastern lowa over the last
25 years, we've reached the top team on our list- the 2023 Dike-Mew Hartford . See more
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Prep Team of the Century #1: 2023 Dike-Mew Hartford volleyball
After three months of counting down the best high school teams from Eastern lowa ower ©..
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My feed told me it’s daughter's day, and I'll take any opportunity to brag about mine @
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Speaker Pat Grassley @
September 20 at 5:15PM - @

MENTAL HEALTH ANNUAL SPENDING REACHES

$1.28 BILLION

|OWA HOUSE T
REPUBLICANS

_ lowa House Republicans

" September 20 at 1EI0AM - @
owa House Republicans have prioritized mental health, passing laws to expand access, fund
sErvices sustainably, support schools, and grow the mental health workforce. ... See more

Speaker Pat Grassley @
September 11 at 1231PM - @
have been made aware of social media posts by teachers in lowa praising the assassination of
Charlie Kirk. This hate has no place in our state, and cerinly does not belong in owr schools.

Iy expectation is that each school district will follow the proper protocol to investigate these posts
and reprimand the posters appropriately. Individuals with this depravity cannot continue to hold a
position with any level of influence over our children.

f appropriate action is not taken, you can trust that the lowa House Government Chversight
Committee will address this issue and take action to root cut this hate from our schools.

Continue to Keep in Touch

The Bulletin is distributed to local newspapers and interested constituents. | encourage
you to contact me at any time throughout the year with any issues or concerns. Whether |
am down in Des Moines or on the farm in New Hartford, remember that | work for you.
Without your input, | cannot properly represent your views. | look forward to hearing from
you this legislative session, and | am excited to continue my work for the people of House
District 57.
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