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Statement on DMPS
 

Democratic State Senators Tony Bisignano and Janet Petersen, who represent students, families, and staff in Des Moines
public schools, have released the following statement.

 

“There is no justification for the recent reckless partisan threats from opportunistic politicians looking to score some cheap
political points,” Sen. Tony Bisignano (D-Des Moines) said. “The call for extreme, punitive measures directed toward the
Des Moines school board are divorced from reality. Ian Roberts lied to our schools, our students, the families we serve,
governmental agencies, and private sector firms alike.”

 

“Most Iowans rightfully want to know how he managed to make it through the state’s licensing process, private vetting
companies, his employment paperwork, and hide his immigration status,” said Sen. Janet Petersen (D-Des Moines). 

 

“Many of the families we serve will be affected by this costly series of mistakes. For the sake of our public school kids, we
have to create failsafe mechanisms that will work across all levels of government to prevent these failures from ever
repeating themselves,” Sen. Petersen said.

 

“While it’s important to allow the legal process to run its course, it is also essential to investigate the processes that failed
to catch Roberts’ many deceptions at all levels of government in multiple states, and examine how several private
contractors also failed so significantly in their due diligence,” Sen. Bisignano said. “Put the politics away and focus on the
kids. They don’t need campaign rhetoric, they need answers and support.”
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