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IN THE IOWA DISTRICT COURT FOR MONTGOMERY COUNTY  

STATE OF IOWA, 

Plaintiff, 

vs. 

JOSEPH CHRISTOPHER NORRIS, 

Defendant. 

Case No. FECR012514 

 

 

 

STATE’S PROPOSED  

JURY INSTRUCTIONS 

COMES NOW, the State of Iowa, and submits the following proposed jury 

instructions and verdict form. These proposed instructions contain uniform jury 

instructions, which are identified by corresponding number, and instructions that are 

not uniform but stem from the cases or law cited as authority below each instruction. 

 In accordance with the Iowa Rules of Court, the State reserves the right to 

request any other instructions as may arise from the presentation of evidence at trial. 

 

Respectfully submitted,  

 

BRENNA BIRD 

 Attorney General of Iowa 

 

 

        

 JOSHUA A. DUDEN 

Assistant Attorney General 

Statewide Prosecutions Section 

Hoover State Office Building 

1305 E. Walnut Street, 1st Floor 

Des Moines, Iowa 50319 

Telephone: (515) 281-6659 

Email:  joshua.duden@ag.iowa.gov 

 

 

Original filed electronically via EDMS. 
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IN THE IOWA DISTRICT COURT FOR MONTGOMERY COUNTY  

STATE OF IOWA, 

Plaintiff, 

vs. 

JOSEPH CHRISTOPHER NORRIS, 

Defendant. 

Case No. FECR012514 

 

 

 

 

JURY INSTRUCTIONS 

 

MEMBERS OF THE JURY: 

 

 The Court submits to you the following instructions concerning the law. 

The Trial Information charges the defendant, JOSEPH CHRISTOPHER 

NORRIS, with one count of First-Degree Election Misconduct. 

Authority: Model Criminal Instruction No. 100.1 (Statement of Charge) 
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INSTRUCTION NO. 1 

 

The defendant, JOSEPH CHRISTOPHER NORRIS, has entered a plea of not 

guilty. The plea of not guilty is a complete denial of the charges and places the burden 

on the State to prove guilt beyond a reasonable doubt. Whenever I instruct you that the 

State must prove something, it must be by evidence beyond a reasonable doubt. If the 

State does not prove the defendant guilty beyond a reasonable doubt, your verdict must 

be not guilty. 

 

 

 

Authority: Model Criminal Instruction No. 100.2 (Plea)  
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INSTRUCTION NO. 2 

 

The Trial Information is the document that formally charges the defendant with 

a crime and is merely the method by which the defendant is brought into Court for trial. 

It is not evidence. 

 

 

 

Authority: Model Criminal Instruction No. 100.3 (Information Not Evidence) 
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INSTRUCTION NO. 3 

 

The defendant is presumed innocent and not guilty. This presumption of 

innocence requires you to put aside all suspicion which might arise from the defendant’s 

arrest, charge, or present situation. The presumption of innocence remains with the 

defendant throughout the trial unless the evidence establishes his guilt beyond a 

reasonable doubt. 

 

 

Authority: Model Criminal Instruction No. 100.4 (Presumption of Innocence) 

 

  

E-FILED  2026 SEP 28 6:14 PM MONTGOMERY - CLERK OF DISTRICT COURT



Page 6 

INSTRUCTION NO. 4 

 

You shall base your verdict only upon the evidence and these instructions. 

Evidence is: 

1. Testimony in person or by deposition. 

2. Exhibits received by the court. You may examine the exhibits closely, but be 

careful not to alter or destroy them. 

3. Stipulations, which are agreements between the attorneys. 

Facts may be proved by direct evidence, circumstantial evidence, or a 

combination of both. 

Sometimes, during a trial, references are made to pre-trial statements and 

reports, witnesses’ depositions, or other miscellaneous items. Only those things formally 

offered and received by the court are available to you during your deliberations. 

Documents or items read from or referred to, which were not offered and received into 

evidence, are not available to you. 

The following are not evidence:  

1. Statements, arguments, questions and comments by the lawyers. 

2. Objections and rulings on objections. 

3. Any testimony I told you to disregard. 

4. Anything you saw or heard about this case outside the courtroom. 

 

 

 

Authority: Model Criminal Instruction No. 100.5 (Evidence) 
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INSTRUCTION NO. 5 

 

In considering the evidence, make deductions and reach conclusions according to 

reason and common sense. Facts may be proved by direct evidence, circumstantial 

evidence, or both. 

Direct evidence is evidence from a witness who claims actual knowledge of a fact, 

such as an eyewitness.  

Circumstantial evidence is evidence about a chain of facts which show a 

defendant is guilty or not guilty. 

The law does not distinguish between direct evidence and circumstantial 

evidence. Give all the evidence the weight and value you think it is entitled to receive. 

 

 

Authority: Model Criminal Instruction No. 100.6 (Direct/Circumstantial Evidence) 
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INSTRUCTION NO. 6 

Decide the facts from the evidence. Consider the evidence using your 

observations, reasoning, common sense, and experience. It is your duty to determine 

the credibility of witnesses, to resolve any conflicts in the evidence, and to draw 

reasonable inferences from the evidence.  

In determining the facts, you may have to decide what testimony you believe. 

You may believe all, part, or none of any witness’s testimony. 

There are many factors which you may consider in deciding what testimony to 

believe, for example: 

1. Whether the testimony is reasonable and consistent with other evidence you 

believe. 

2. Whether a witness has made inconsistent statements. 

3. The witness’s appearance, conduct, age, intelligence, memory and knowledge of 

the facts. 

4. The witness’s interest in the trial, their motive, candor, bias and prejudice. 

Try to reconcile any conflicts in the evidence; but if you cannot, accept any 

evidence you find believable and give it the weight you believe it deserves. 

Whether the State has met its burden of proof does not depend on the number of 

witnesses it has called or upon the number of exhibits it has offered, but upon the nature 

and quality of the evidence presented. 

 

 

Authority: Model Criminal Instruction No. 100.7 (Credibility of Witnesses and 

Conflicts in the Evidence) 
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INSTRUCTION NO. 7 

 

You must determine whether the defendant is guilty or not guilty from the 

evidence and the law in these instructions. My duty is to tell you what the law is. 

Your duty is to accept and apply this law and to decide all fact questions. 

You must consider all the instructions together. No single instruction includes 

all the applicable law. 

As you consider the evidence, do not be influenced by any personal sympathy, 

bias, prejudices or emotions. It is common to have hidden or implicit thoughts that 

help us form our opinions. You are making very important decisions in this case. You 

must evaluate the evidence carefully. You must avoid decisions based on things such 

as generalizations, gut feelings, prejudices, fears, sympathies, stereotypes, or inward 

or outward biases. 

The law demands that you return a just verdict, based solely on the evidence, 

your reason and common sense, and these instructions. As jurors, your sole duty is to 

find the truth and do justice. 

 

 

 

Authority: Model Criminal Instruction No. 100.8 (Consideration of Instructions) 
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INSTRUCTION NO. 8 

 

Nothing I have said or done during the trial was intended to give any opinion 

on the facts, proof, or what your verdict should be. 

 

 

 

Authority: Model Criminal Instruction No. 100.9 (Cautionary Instruction) 

  

E-FILED  2026 SEP 28 6:14 PM MONTGOMERY - CLERK OF DISTRICT COURT



Page 11 

INSTRUCTION NO. 9 

The burden is on the State to prove the defendant, Joseph Christopher Norris, 

guilty beyond a reasonable doubt. 

A reasonable doubt is one that fairly and naturally arises from the evidence in 

the case, or from the lack or failure of evidence the State produced. 

If, after full and fair consideration of all the evidence, you are firmly convinced 

of the defendant’s guilt, then you have no reasonable doubt and you should find the 

defendant guilty. 

But if, after a full and fair consideration of all the evidence in the case, or from 

the lack or failure of evidence the State produced, you are not firmly convinced of the 

defendant’s guilt, then you have a reasonable doubt and you should find the 

defendant not guilty. 

 

 

 

Authority: Model Criminal Instruction No. 100.10 (Reasonable Doubt) 
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INSTRUCTION NO. 10 

 

The duty of the jury is to determine whether the defendant is guilty or not 

guilty. In the event of a guilty verdict, you have nothing to do with punishment. 

 

 

Authority: Model Criminal Instruction No. 100.13 (Punishment not for Jury) 
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INSTRUCTION NO. 11 

Evidence has been offered to show the defendant made statements at an earlier 

time and place. If you find the defendant made any of those statements, you may 

consider them as evidence and use the statements to help you decide whether you 

believe him. 

 

 

Authority: Model Criminal Instruction No. 200.44 (Statements by the Defendant) 
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INSTRUCTION NO. 12 

 To commit a crime a person must intend to do an act which is against the law. 

While it is not necessary that a person knows the act is against the law, it is necessary 

that the person was aware he was doing the act and he did it voluntarily, not by 

mistake or accident. 

You may, but are not required to, conclude a person intends the natural results 

of their acts. 

 

 

Authority: Model Criminal instruction No. 200.1 (General Criminal Intent—

Definition and Proof) 
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INSTRUCTION NO. 13 

In this case, the defendant decided not to testify. The defendant is not required 

to testify, and no inference of guilt shall be drawn from that fact. The burden of proof 

remains upon the State to prove the defendant’s guilt. 

 

 

Authority: Model Criminal Instruction No. 200.40 (Defendant’s Failure to Testify) 
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INSTRUCTION NO. 14 

 The Trial Information charges the defendant with one count of First-Degree 

Election Misconduct. To prove the defendant guilty of First-Degree Election 

Misconduct, the State must prove the following elements: 

1. On or about November 5, 2024, in Montgomery County, Iowa, Joseph 

Christopher Norris was an election official. 

2. Norris willfully performed his duties and responsibilities as an election official 

prescribed by chapters 39 through 53 of the Iowa Code. 

3. He did so in such a way as to hinder or disregard the object of the law. 

If the State has proven all these elements, the defendant is guilty of First-

Degree Election Misconduct. If the State has failed to prove any of the elements, then 

the defendant is not guilty. 

 

 

Authority: Iowa Code § 39A.2(1)(g) 

  

E-FILED  2026 SEP 28 6:14 PM MONTGOMERY - CLERK OF DISTRICT COURT



Page 17 

INSTRUCTION NO. 15 

For purposes of this case and as used in Instruction No. 14, an “election official” 

includes a precinct election official appointed to serve on the Absentee and Special 

Voters Precinct Board. A member of that Board is an election official. 

 

Authority: Iowa Code § 39A.1(3) (defining “election official” to include precinct 

election officials appointed to serve on the Absentee and Special Voters Precinct 

Board (“the Board”) pursuant to Iowa Code §§ 49.12, 49.14, 49.18, and 53.23). 
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INSTRUCTION NO. 16 

For purposes of this case and Instruction No. 14, the word “willfully” means 

that the defendant knowingly acted, as distinguished from accidentally, 

inadvertently, or carelessly. 

“Knowingly” means “a conscious awareness” of the facts constituting the crime, 

is “separate and apart from whether a defendant acted intentionally or deliberately,” 

and does “not ... require the knowledge of the unlawfulness of the act or omission.” 

 

Authority: Iowa Code § 39A.2(1)(g); State v. Buchanan, 549 N.W.2d 291, 294 (Iowa 

1996) (citations omitted); see also Iowa State Bar Ass'n, Iowa Crim. Jury Instr. 200.1 

(General intent) 
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INSTRUCTION NO. 17 

 

 As used in Instruction No. 14, the “object of the law” governing the counting of 

absentee ballots is to ensure that all valid absentee ballots are accurately counted, 

that the secrecy of the ballots is preserved, and that the count is completed in an 

orderly and timely manner, consistent with the governing rules and without delay or 

adjournment. 

 

Authority: Iowa Code §§ 49.98 (providing that “ballots shall be counted according 

to the voters’ marks on them … and not otherwise. If, for any reason, it is impossible 

to determine from a ballot, as marked, the choice of the voter for any office, the vote 

for that office shall not be counted. A ballot shall be rejected if the voter used a mark 

to identify the voter’s ballot.”), 53.23(1) (providing that the Board must “complete the 

counting of absentee ballots by 10:00 p.m. on election day.”), 53.23(3)(b)–(c) & 53.23(5) 

(relating to the secrecy of the ballots), 53.25 (delineating when an absentee ballot 

must be rejected and providing in subsection “2” that “If the absentee[] ballot is 

rejected prior to the opening of the affidavit envelope or return envelope marked with 

the affidavit, the voter casting the ballot shall be notified by a precinct election official 

by the time the canvass is completed of the reason for the rejection on a form 

prescribed by the state commissioner of elections.”), 49.12 (providing that the 

composition of election boards must “consist of three to five precinct election officials,” 

and that “Not more than a simple majority of the members of the election board in 

any precinct shall be members of the same political party or organization if one or 

more registered voters of another party or organization are qualified and willing to 

serve on the board.”), 50.1A (requiring “the precinct election officials” “forthwith, and 

without adjournment” to, among other things, “ascertain the result of the vote” and 

“publicly canvass the vote”); Iowa Admin. Code r. 721–26.2(1) (requiring ballots to be 

counted using an optical scan machine and that “Ballots shall be counted ... using the 

equipment provided. The precinct election officials shall not examine ballots accepted 

and counted by the tabulating device,” and that rejected ballots not accepted for 

counting by the machine shall be counted later, “after the polls close,” and that the 

Board shall only “examine ballots rejected by the tabulating device ... only if the 

tabulating device has no override that permits the officials to reset the tabulating 

device to accept blank or overvoted ballots,” while still “follow[ing] the standards in 

rules 26.12(50) through 26.21(49).”); Iowa Admin. Code r. 721–26.2(2) (requiring the 

Board to follow the standards in rules 26.12(50) through 26.21(49) “when it is 

necessary to duplicate or enhance a ballot because it is read as blank” by the 

tabulation machine); Iowa Admin. Code r. 721–26.17 (providing that hesitation, 

identifying, random, and/or stray marks (including marks that are X’s or checkmarks 

but are without a consistent pattern) “shall not count as votes.”) 
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INSTRUCTION NO. 18 

 During the trial, you have been allowed to take notes. You may take these with 

you to the jury room to use in your deliberations. Remember, these are notes and not 

evidence. Generally, they reflect the recollection or impressions of the evidence as 

viewed by the person taking them and may be inaccurate or incomplete. 

After reaching a verdict, leave your notes in the jury room and they will be 

destroyed. 

 

Authority: Model Criminal Instruction No. 1400.21 (Cautionary Instruction—

Juror’s Notes) 
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INSTRUCTION NO. 19 

When you begin deliberating, you should select a foreperson. They must see 

that your deliberations are carried out in an orderly manner, that the issues are fully 

and freely discussed, and that every juror has an opportunity to express their views. 

To return a verdict, each juror must agree to it. Your verdict must also be 

unanimous. 

It is your duty as jurors to consult one another and reach an agreement, if you 

can do so without compromising your own judgment. Each of you must decide the 

case for yourself, but do so only after an impartial consideration of the evidence with 

the other jurors. 

During your deliberations, do not hesitate to re-examine your view and change 

your opinion if convinced it is wrong. But do not change your opinion as to the weight 

or effect of the evidence just because it is the opinion of the other jurors, or for the 

mere purpose of returning a verdict. 

Remember, you are judges of the facts. Your sole duty is to find the truth and 

do justice. 

 

Authority: Model Criminal Instruction No. 100.18 (Duties of Jurors—Selection of 

Foreperson) 
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INSTRUCTION NO. 20 

 Occasionally, after a jury retires to the jury room, the members have questions. 

I have prepared the instructions after carefully considering this case with the lawyers 

and the defendant. I have tried to use language which is generally understandable. 

Usually, questions about instructions can be answered by carefully re-reading them. 

If, however, any of you feel it necessary to ask a question, you must do so in writing 

and deliver the question to the court attendant. I cannot communicate with you 

without first discussing your question and the potential answer with the lawyers and 

the defendant. This process naturally takes time and deliberation before I can reply. 

If a question is submitted, the foreperson must read my response to the jury. 

Please keep any written question and my response and return it to the Court with 

the verdict. 

The Court Attendant who has been working with me on this case is in the same 

position as I am. Please do not put that person on the spot by asking him or her any 

questions. You should direct any questions to the court and not to the court attendant. 
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INSTRUCTION NO. 21 

You may not communicate about this case before reaching your verdict. This 

includes via cell phone and electronic media such as text messages, email, electronic 

messaging applications, and any social media platform including, but not limited to, 

Facebook, LinkedIn, YouTube, X, TikTok, Instagram, or Snapchat. 

Do not do any research or make any investigation into this case on your own. 

Do not visit or view any place discussed in this case, and do not use internet or 

application-based maps or programs, or any other application, program, or device to 

search for or view any place discussed in the testimony. Also, do not research any 

information about this case, the law, or the people involved, including the parties, the 

witnesses, the lawyers, or the judge. This includes using the Internet to research 

events or people referenced in the trial. 

This case will be tried on evidence presented in the courtroom. If you conduct 

independent research, you will be relying on matters not presented in court. The 

parties have a right to have this case decided on the evidence they know about and 

that has been introduced here in court. If you do some research or investigation or 

experiment that we do not know about, then your verdict may be influenced by 

inaccurate, incomplete, or misleading information that has not been tested by the 

trial process, including the oath to tell the truth and by cross-examination. All of the 

parties are entitled to a fair trial, rendered by an impartial jury, and you must 

conduct yourself to maintain the integrity of the trial process. If you decide a case 

based on information not presented in court, you will have denied the parties a fair 

trial in accordance with the rules of this state and you will have done an injustice. It 

is very important that you abide by these rules. 

It is important that we have your full and undivided attention during trial. 

 

Authority: Model Criminal Instruction No. 100.19 (Use of Electronic Devices) 
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INSTRUCTION NO. 22 

I am giving you one verdict form. When you have agreed upon a verdict and 

the foreperson has signed the verdict form, please notify the Court Attendant. 

 

Dated this ______ day of October, 2026. 

 

____________________________________________ 

Judge, Montgomery County District Court 

Fourth Judicial District of Iowa  
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IN THE IOWA DISTRICT COURT FOR MONTGOMERY COUNTY 

 

STATE OF IOWA, 

Plaintiff, 

 

vs. 

 

JOSEPH CHRISTOPHER NORRIS, 

Defendant. 

 

Case No. FECR012514 

 

 

 

 

 

JURY VERDICT 

 

As to Count I, we the jury find the defendant, JOSEPH CHRISTOPHER NORRIS: 

 

 _____ Guilty of First-Degree Election Misconduct. 

 _____ Not Guilty. 

 

 

SUBSCRIBED and sworn this, the __________ day of October, 2026. 

 

 

 

 

 

_________________________________________________ 

JURY FOREPERSON 
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