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BErREKILAND & Broww

RoGER A. BERERLAND (1938-2011) 2112 MaIN STREET TELEPHONE 712-852-4215
Jonn D. Brown P.0. Box 248 Fax 712-852-3405
EMMETSBURG, Iowa 50536 E-Mair berkbrow@non.net
May 29, 2018

Governor Kim Reynolds Office of the Governor

State Capital ATTN: Colin Smith

1007 East Grand Avenue State Capital

Des Moines, Jowa 50319 1007 East Grand Avenue

Des Moines, lowa 50319

Re:  Judicial Nomination

Dear Governor Reynolds and Mr, Smith:

I am writing on behalf of Michael K. Jacobsen, who is currently the Jasper County Atiorney.
I understand that the Judicial Nominating Commission appointed he and another person with
the right to appear in front of you to see who would be nominated District Court Judge in
District 5A.

I know Mike, but I have not dealt with him personally. I have been admitted to practice since
1973 in the State of Towa. 1know that Mike is 20 years younger than I am, he graduated from
Drake University of Law School.

He is currently the Jasper County Attorney. From 1996 to 2009 he was the Assistant Jasper
County Attorney, and before that he was a partner in the law firm of Diehl, Clayton and
Jacobsen. I feel that he would be an excellent candidate for judgeship because of his varied
experience, i.e. the fact that he has handled criminal defense, juvenile law, family law, and
civil defense cases. He did tax returns, Wills, Trusts, title opinions, and probate of estates.
He is now dealing with criminal prosecution. Mike has handled mental health commitments,
civil cases on behalf of Jasper County, tax assessments, and juvenile law. I think he has
outstanding experience in all phases of the law that is required of a Judge. I know that], after
law school, went to work for the Polk County Attorney’s Office. Back then there were nine
(9) of us, and Ray Fenton was the County Aftorney, who later became a Judge. Rick Blaine
who is a retired Judge (Sr.) was in the office with me. John Sarcone, the present Polk County
Attorney was a child. Frank, his older brother, was my mentor. He has passed away.

I know the Judges in the District, in fact, as I indicated previously in a separate leiter to you
folks regarding a candidate from our Judicial District (3), that Art Gamble, Chief Judge of the
5" Judicial District is a friend of mine, and I know the various Judges in Polk County.
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For your information, the reason I am writing on Mike’s behalf is simply because T am close
friends with Duane and Margaret Twait, his mother and father-in-law. Mike married a girl
from Emmetsburg. For your information, Craig and Sam Brownlee work in the back office
and they are big donors to the Republican Party. I think Michael’s background would be
extremely relevant to the position of a judgeship, and I would highly recommend him. He
would be a fine judge.

Thank you.

You}’é\(ery tru@ /)

i ri .
Jomév;{ow

IDB/lid
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May 29, 2018
Governor Kim Reynolds Office of the Governor
State Capital ATTN: Colin Smith
1007 East Grand Avenue State Capital
Des Moines, lowa 50319 1007 East Grand Avenue
Des Moines, lowa 50319

Re:  Judicial Nomination

Dear Governor Reynolds and Mr. Smith:

[ am writing on behalf of Michael K. Jacobsen, who is currently the Jasper County Attorney.
1 understand that the Judicial Nominating Commission appointed he and another person with
the right to appear in front of you to see who would be nominated District Court Judge in
District SA.

I know Mike, but I have not dealt with him personally. [have been admitted to practice since
1973 in the State of lowa. [know that Mike is 20 years younger than I am, he graduated from
Drake University of Law School.

He is currently the Jasper County Attorney. From 1996 to 2009 he was the Assistant Jasper
County Attorney, and before that he was a partner in the law firm of Diehl, Clayton and
Jacobsen. 1 feel that he would be an excellent candidate for judgeship because of his varied
experience, 1.e. the fact that he has handled criminal defense, juvenile law, family law, and
civil defense cases. He did tax returns, Wills, Trusts, title opinions, and probate of estates.
He is now dealing with criminal prosecution. Mike has handled mental health commitments,
civil cases on behalf of Jasper County, tax assessments, and juvenile law. 1 think he has
outstanding experience in all phases of the law that is required of a Judge. Iknow that I, after
law school, went to work for the Polk County Attorney’s Office. Back then there were nine
(9) of us, and Ray Fenton was the County Attorney, who later became a Judge. Rick Blaine
who is a retired Judge (Sr.) was in the office with me. John Sarcone, the present Polk County
Attorney was a child. Frank, his older brother, was my mentor. e has passed away.

[ know thie Judges in the District, in fact, as I indicated previously in a separate letter to you

folks regarding a candidate from our Judicial District (3), that Art Gamble, Chief Judge of the
st Judicial District is a friend of mine, and [ know the various Judges in Polk County.
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For your information, the reason I am writing on Mike’s behalf is simply because [ am close
friends with Duane and Margaret Twait, his mother and father-in-law. Mike married a girl
from Emmetsburg. For your information, Craig and Sam Brownlee work in the back office
and they are big donors to the Republican Party. 1 think Michael’s background would be
extremely relevant to the position of a judgeship, and I would highly recommend him. He
would be a fine judge. :

Thank you.

JDB/ljd
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Office of the Governor
Attn: Lt. Governor Gregg
1007 Bast Grand Ave.
Des Moines, IA 50319

Re: Michael Jacobsen — Judicial Applicant for District SA

Dear Governor Reynolds and Lt. Governor Gregg:

Michael (“Mike”) Jacobsen is precisely what our state needs as a District Court
Judge. As a criminal defense attorney, 1 instinctively tend to be leery about
prosecutors becoming judges, but I have no such reservations or apprehension
with Mike. Mike is a no-nonsense, get-to-the-bottom-of-things, consummate
professional who will make a fantastic judge.

I have had the privilege of getting to know Mike both on a professional and
personal level since T began practicing law over fifteen years ago. Mike has
been a prosecutor in Jasper County since I have known him, taking over as
head County Attorney in 2009. As a criminal defense attorney, I routinely
defend clients that Mike prosecutes. We certainly have our share of
disagreements in the courtroom, but Mike always maintains impeccable
professionalism with myself and my clients. It never becomes personal.

I have always been impressed with Mike’s openness and impartiality with the
cases that he handles. He understands that the individuals involved on both
sides of a case are human and that every case has lasting implications on both
sides. In a position where it is easy to get swept up in a mindset of win first,
justice second, Mike has always demonstrated a sincere desire to ensure that
the right thing was done with cach case. He applies and enforces the Jaw in a
fair and even-handed manner. As with every great leader, Mike has instilled
that approach with the other attorneys he oversees in his office.

www. GRLLaw.com
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Mike is direct; Mike is honest; and above all, Mike is fair. I could not put forth a stronger
recommendation for District Court Judge than I am putting forth for Mike. If I can provide any
additional information or further insight on Mike’s behalf, please do not hesitate to contact me.
Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

Gourley, Rehkemper & Lindholm, PLC
o _,__..e-“‘-;;"'ﬁ = _

Robert G. Rehkemper



Ringgold -Taplor County Attorney

Clinton L. Spurrier

109 West Madison Sireet
Mount Ayr, Towa 50854
. (641) 464-3235 - Telephone
(641) 464-2124 - Facsimile

June 8,2018

The Honorable Kim K. Reynolds
Covernor, State of Towa

State Capitol Building

Des Moines, IA 50319

RE: District SA Judicial Vacancy — I\/ﬁchaél K. Jacobsen

Dear Governor Reynolds:

[ was very pleased to learn that the judicial nominating committee selected Mike
Jacobsen as one of the two nominees to fill the judicial vacancy in judicial sub-district SA.
Although I practice in judicial sub-district 5B, our court service days, hearings and trials are often
covered by 5A judges, so it is very important to me that we have the highest caliber attorneys
serving as judges in that sub-district. Over the years we have been fortunate that many excellent
attorneys have been appointed to serve as judges in 5A, and Mike’s appointment to the bench
will maintain these high standards.

I have been practicing law for almost 30 years and during the majority of that time a
significant number of the judges had prior experience as a prosecutor, or at least reasonable
criminal law experience. Over the years 1 have seen the number of judges with this type of
experience decrease to the point that in 5A 1 believe there is only one judge with prior
prosecutorial experience. Considering the percentage of the judicial caseload comprised of
criminal cases or related proceedings, it is important to have judges with a firm grounding in the
criminal law. Further, prosecutorial experience is a particularly good training ground for a future
judge. While the duty of most attorneys is to zealously advocate the position of their respective
client and seek to obtain the result desired by that client, the role of a prosecutor is quite
different. The county attorney’s duty is to pursue justice - not just convictions. We daily assess
the credibility of witnesses, determine the admissibility of evidence, research the applicable law,
and weigh the evidence to determine whether there is sufficient evidence to carry our burden in a
pretrial hearing or to prove a person’s guilt beyond a reasonable doubt - all skills that are also
part the daily work of a judge.



Mike has served his citizens well as Jasper County Aftorney and proven himself to bea
fair and firm enforcer of Towa’s laws. Of equal importance, Mike has a positive and professional
demeanor, and he will treat all those who come before him with the dignity and respect they
deserve. Mike is comfortable in a courtroom setting, and he will be able to make a swift
tpansition from one side of the bench to the other. 1have always believed that a judge should be
a mature person who has gained the life experience that comes with age and the legal experience
fhat comes with a good number of years of hard work in our profession; and a person who will
exercise the wisdom that comes through both non-professional and professional experience.
Mike has reached the point in his personal life and professional careet that he has the experience
and wisdom to distinguish himself as a judge. Mike’s appointment to the judicial bench would
maintain the high quality of jurisprudence we thave been fortunate to enjoy i judicial sub-
districts SA and 5B.

Sincerely,

Clinton L. Spurrier
Ringuoly-Taplor Cournty Httornep

Copy e-mailed to:

M. Michael K. Jacobsen



May 30, 2018

Governor Kim Reynolds
Office of the Governor
1007 E Grand Ave

Des Moines, 1A 50319

Honorable Governor Reynolds,

| am writing in support of Michael Jacobsen as a judicial candidate for a district court judge position. |
have worked with Michael in Jasper County for nearly 20 years as a prosecutor and after he was elected
as the Jasper County Attorney.

Michael has shown great dedication to his profession and community. He has shown sound judgement in
working through some difficult or challenging criminal cases and has proven himself to be respectful,
patient, fair-minded and conscientious. Michae! makes himself available to law enforcement officers at all
hours of the day and night to answer questions and has always been a great resource to many of our
younger detectives or officers who are new to writing search warrants or other legal documents.

Michael is greatly involved in the Newton and Jasper County community and has done an excelient job
serving on numerous committees and boards in an effort to make Jasper County a safe place for citizens
to live, work, and play.

If given the opportunity, | am confident that Michael would do an excellent job serving as a judge and
would serve lowans with a high level of integrity. Thank you for taking the time to read and consider this
recommendation and | appreciate all that you do for our state.

Respectfully yours,

ey,

. o

RO Burdass-— - -
Chief of Police

City of Newton Police Department 101 W 4 St S, Newton, 1A 60208 | (641) 761-0850 | www.NewlonGov.org | www.GelToknowhewlon.com



JASPER COUNTY ATTORNEY @
Michael K. Jacobsen

114 West 3rd Street North Scott W. Nicholson, First Assistant County Attorney
Newton, Towa 50208 Kelly T. Bennett, Assistant County Atlorney
Telephone: (641) 792-5010 Jonathan D, Noble, Assistant County Attorney
FAX: (641) 792-8327 " Peter W. Blink, Assistant Couniy Attorney

E-mail: general(@jaspercoatty.org

June 7, 2018

Re: Application of Michael K. J acobsen
Dear Ladies and Gentlemen:

My name is Kelly T. Bennett. I have been a licensed, practicing attorney in the State of Jowa since 1997. Please accept
this letier as my recommendation for Michael Jacobsen for the position of District Court J udge.

I have known Mike professionally for the last fifteen years. During this time, I have been employed as both a prosecutor
and a defense attorney. As a defense attorney, 1 worked with Mike on criminal cases to which L had been court-appointed.
Mike was always courteous, professional, and extremely competent. Mike is an excellent trial attorney and has an
exceptional grasp of the law and the rules of procedure. Mike is one of those rare attorneys who know the nuances and
language of the most obscure section of the Code of Towa from memory. His knowledge and understanding of the law
would make him an excellent Judge.

As a prosecuting attorney, I have had the opportunity to work with Mike in the Jasper County Attorney’s Office for the
last eight years. Mike is a great manager who keeps everyone on task without being over-bearing. He allows the
attorneys in his office to practice law and excel under his guidance without micro-managing every aspect of our dockets.
Tt is this style of leadership that would nake Mike an excellent Judge. I have tried cases in many different courtrooms and
in front of many different judges. I'have found that, in my opinion, the best judges are those who maintain control of their
courtroom while allowing the attorneys the freedom to try their own cases within the bounds of the rules of evidence and
the rules of procedure. Mike would do a great job in this respect.

Outside of the courtroom, T also know Mike and his family very well on a personal level. When Mike is not working, you
can usually find him coaching or sitting in the bleachers at one his children’s sporting events. Mike is extremely involved
in the community and in the schools to which his children attend. From Booster Club to mock trial to coaching his kids’
teams —Mike is involved with the program. Mike is also a very active member of the community. He regularly attends
church and civic functions in Jasper County in an attempt to be involved and help make Newton a better place. This
dedication to his family and his community demonstrates Mike’s character and values, and illustrates the type of person
Mike would be as a judge.

I highly recommend Michael J acobsen for this position, and consider myself proud that I know Mike and work with him,

Vo oA

/s Kelly T. Bennett

Kelly T. Bennett, Assistant Jasper County Attorney
Jasper County Attorney’s Office

Newton, IA 50208



June 7, 2018

Governor Kim Reynolds
1007 E. Grand Ave.
Des Moines, lowa 50319

Dear Gov. Reynolds,
My name is Carol Kramer, fetired teacher of 30 plus years for the
Newton Community. | have also served on the Jasper County
~ Conservation Board, and am currently an active community volunteer.

| am writing this letter to you in support of Attorney Michael Jacobsen to
serve as a District Judge. :

We have known Mike for many years. He and his wife were our next
door neighbors in the 1990’s. They had moved here with new careers, his
as an attorney, and Colleen as the pharmacist for Skiff Hospital. 1n a few
years they were parents of twins who were born premature, 2 pounds and
1 pound, 14 ounces. That meant that they were at the Des Moines -
Hospital daily for 3 months. Mike was the most attentive father, with the
stress of a fairly new career, but was there continually in support for his
wife and those 2 precious babies. 3 years later they had another daughter.
As the children have grown, I've not seen such a devoted dad. He always
found time for his children. All 3 active in the athletic field. His son had
some Cerebral Palsy issues, and with Mike’s dedication, constant
encouragement, and support, Coliin developed into a healthy young man.
Our joy was whenCollin was able to play on the final football game for
Newton HIigh School Varsity. He hasthe tenacity of his father.

All three children have responded well to the positive guidance they
have received from home. The twins are college graduates and the
younger daughter is beginning her second year in college.

When Mikes parents'could' no longer stay in their home in NW lowa,
Mike moved them here to Newton’s Park Center. His father died shortly
thereafter, and Mike made time for a daily check-in with his mother. He
cared for her lovingly through Hospice to the end. | was a friend.of hers, so
| know about this first hand. , '

Mike is the kindest, thoughtful and helpful neighbor. He is the kind of
person that can be depended on. He has a cool, friendly demeanor.



As a citizen of Newton, | have had the opportunity to observe him in the
courtroom. He left no stone unturned as a prosecuting attorney. Still he
came across as a thorough professional, doing his job, open to hearing the
other side with respect.

| know that Mike Jacobsen will make lowa p_ro'ud as a very impartial,
informed, and fair judge.

~ Sincerely, ;.
@ﬁ/&é—g{“’ e

Carol Annette Kramer



JASPER COUNTY ATT ORNEY 5@
,. Michael K. Jacobsen 2LS

114 West 3rd Street Northt Scott W. Nicholson, First Assistant County Attorney
Newton, Iowa 50208 Kelly T. Benneft, Assistant County Attorney
Telephone: (641} 792-5 010 ' Jonathan D, Noble, Assistant County Attorney
FAX: (641) 792-8327 Peter W. Blink, Assistant County Attorney

E-mail: general{@jas, ercoatiy. or,

June 7,2018

Re: Application of Michael K. Jacobsen
Dear Ladies and Gentlemen:

My name is Kelly T. Bennett, T have been a licensed, practicing attorney in the State of Towa since 1997, Please accept
this letter as my recommendation for Michael J acobsen for the position of District Court Judge.

I have known Mike professionally for the last fifteen years. During this time, I have been employed as both a prosecutor
and a defense attorney. As a defense attorney, I worked with Mike on criminal cases to which I had been court-appointed.
Mike was always courteous, professional, and extremely competent. Mike is an excellent trial attorney and has an
exceptional grasp of the {aw and the rules of procedure. Mike is one of those rare attorneys who know the nuances and
language of the most obscure section of the Code of Jowa from memory. His knowledge and understanding of the law
would make him an excellent T udge. ‘ '

As a prosecuting attorney, { have had the opportunity to work with Mike in the Jasper County Attorney’s Office for the
last eight years. Mike is a great manager who keeps everyone on task without being over-bearing. He allows the
attorneys in his office to practice Jaw and excel under his guidance without micro-managing every aspect of our doclkets.
1¢ is this style of leadership that would make Mike an excellent Judge. I have tried cases in many different courtrooms and
in front of many different judges. 1 have found that, in my opinion, the best judges are those who maintain control of their
coutrtroom while allowing the attorneys the freedom to try their own cases within the bounds of the rules of evidence and

the rules of procedure. Mike would do a great job in this respect.

Outside of the courtroom, I also know Mike and his family very well o a personal level. When Mike is not working, you
can usually find him coaching or sitting in the bleachers at one his children’s sporting events. Mike is extremely involved
in the community and in the schools to which his children attend. From Booster Club to mock trial to coaching his kids’
teams—Mike is involved with the program. Milke is also a very active member of the community. He regularly attends
church and civic functions in Jasper County in an attempt to be involved and help make Newton a better place. This
dedication to his family and his community demonstrates Mike’s character and values, and illustrates the type of person
Mike would be as a judge.

T highly recommend Michael Jacobsen for this position, and consider myself proud that I know Mike and work with him.

/s/ "Kelly T. Benneit \
Kelly T. Bennett, Assistant Jasper County Attorney
Jasper County Attorney’s Office

Newton, IA 50208



CALDWELL, BRIERLY, CHALUPA & NuzuMm, PLLC
COUNSELORS AND ATTORNEYS AT LAW

211 FIRST AVENUE WEST »  P.O.BOX716 NEWTON, IOWA 50208
GILBERT R. CALDWELL, IIl MONROE OFFICE

gcaidwell@caldwcllandbrierly.com Telephone: 641-792-416¢ 108 NORTH COMMERCE

RANDAL B. CALDWELL Fax: 641-792-2410 MONROE, I0OWA 50170

realdweli@lawyeriowa.com www.lawyeriowa.com Phone: 641.259-2050¢

BRUCE NUZUM Tuesdays 9:00 a.m.~4:00 p.m.
bnuzum@newtoniowalaw,com SULLY OFFICE

HILARY J. MONTALVO 618 4% STREET
hmontalvo@ncwioniowalaw.com SULLY, IOWA 50251

xOA R Phone; 641-594-4420
Pennis E. Chalupa (1944 —2013) Thursdays 1:00-3:00 p.m.
May 31,2018

Governor Kim Reynolds

State Capitol

1007 E. Grand Ave., Room 101

Des Moines, 1A 50319

RE: Application of Michael K. Jacobsen

Dear Governor Reynolds:

This letter is to recommend Michael Jacobsen as District Judge for the Towa District
Court for the 5™ Judicial District. L have known Mike for many years and am confident he would
be a terrific District Court Judge.

Mike brings mature COmMIMmOn SENSC and integrity to his role as Jasper County Attormey.
During his many years in this job, he has maintained an intense and professional demeanot. He
has never been partisan or partial, but has always brought thoughtful and scholarly judgment to
often difficult situations. Because of his many years in the courtroom, he would likely have dealt
with almost every scenario he is likely to encounter as a District Court Judgment

I believe Mr. Jacobsen would be an outstanding Tudge and respectfully ask that you
consider his appointment.

Very truly yours,

CALDWELL, BRIERLY, CHALUPA
& NUZUM, PLLC

By: 4
andg{ B. Caldwell

RBC/ds



Yasper County, Iotoa

Board of Supervisors

Joe Brock =
Courthouse
Denny Carpenter Rl PO Box 944
| =i HEBEN Newton IA 50208
Doug Cupples e e Phone 641-792-7016

Fax 641-792-1053

June 6th, 2018

Governor Kim Reynolds
1007 East Grand Ave
Des Moines 1A 50318

Re: Michael Jacobsen for the District 5A Court Judge Position

Dear Governor Reynolds:

| have been made aware of Mr. Jacobsen’s desire to be appointed to the District 5A
Court position that will be opening up. | would gladly recommend Mr. Jacobsen without any
hesitation.

I have worked with Mr. Jacobsen since January of 2016. Mr. Jacobsen has always been
upright, truthful, timely, and level headed. He makes decisions based on the law and yet he is
fair.

Mike will be missed dearly by Jasper County if he was to be chosen for the open District
5A Court Judge position. | appreciate your time in considering Mr. Jacobsen for the position.

Respectfully,

Doug Cupples
Jasper County Supervisor, Chairman



ker; Billing

Attornoys at baw

Attorneys REPLY TO: Newton Offices
Lee (Ken) M. Walker (retired) 208 N. 2nd Ave. W, Newton- 641-792-3595
John E. Billingsley PO Box 157 Des Moines-  515-440-2852
Corey J. L. Walker Newton, Towa 50208-0157 Marshalltown- 641-352-4747
Kathryn (Beth) Walker Fax- 641-792-0289 Ankeny- 515-964-5664
Erik D. Bair www. WalkLaw.com
Joanie L. Grife* Injury Victims- www.lowalnjured.com
(*Certified Mediator) WRITER’S E-MAITL: Corey@Walklaw.com

June 5,2018

Office of the Governor
Governor Kim Reynolds
1007 East Grand Ave.

Des Moines, IA 50319
RE: Support of Michael ] acobsen as a District Cdurt Judge
Dear Governor Reynolds:

We have known Michael Jacobsen for more than 20 years both professionally and
personally. He has shown his commitment to the rule of law and to justice as the Jasper
County attorney since 2009. He has continued to show the upmost respect for our legal
system and has been a shining star and example for all county attorneys. We think that he
will make an excellent judge who will listen to both sides of the case and make fair and
impartial decisions based upon the facts, the law and prior legal precedent. We hope that

you will strongly consider selecting Mike as our next district court judge.
Thank you for your time and service.

Sincerely,

WALKER, BILLINGSLEY & BAIR




lohn R. Halferty
2300 Law Center Drive Office {641) 792-5912 Chief Deputy
Newton, lowa 50208 Fax (641) 792-4202 Duane Rozendaal

May 30th, 2018

Office of the Governor
1007 East Grand Ave,
Des Moines, 1A 50319

Re: Letter of recommendation- Michael Jacobsen

Dear Governor Reynolds,

| have had a professional relationship with Mike Jacobsen for over 20 years, in my capacity as a
law enforcement officer. Mike originally had a private practice in Jasper County, prior to being
appointed an Assistant Jasper County Attorney, and later elected Jasper County Attorney.

Mike has proven himself asa competent, organized and professional attorney. He has always
been available for guidance and direction, when consulted by my office. He is approachable and
willing to listen. He is able to work with multipie agencies and resources on large investigations.

Mike also routinely updates area law enforcement agencies on case law updates, changes and
guidelines. He makes sure we are well informed.

| have also observed Mike during situations in which people are angry and confrontational.
Mike has a direct, but professional approach during these situations. He is able to inform, direct
and many times diffuse those that are involved.

Over the course of the last 15 years, Mike has peen directly involved in several high profile
criminal cases within Jasper County. Homicide, Attempted Homicide, Robbery and Sexual
Assault cases were handled by Mike and his staff.

Mike Jacobsen has been a tremendous source for both criminal law and civi! issues that my
office encounters on a daily basis. | would highly recommend him for the position of District
Court Judge. If you have any guestions, please contact me at the Jasper County Sheriff's Office,
641-792-5912.

Sincerely, ,
V{ Feal
Johii R. Halferty, Sheriff



Feuerhelm Law Office, P.C.

Attorneys at Law

Gerald B. Feuerhelm 3231 E. Euclid Ave., Ste. 300
Des Moines, 1A 50317
Telephone: 515 266-5552
Fax: 515-266-6600
Email: jake@feuerhelmlaw.com

Website:  www.fklawpc.com

May 29, 2018

Governor Kim Reynolds
1007 East Grand Ave.
Des Moines, lowa 50319

Dear Governor Reynolds:

| am pleased fo submit to you a recommendation for the judicial opening in lowa District 5A.
| believe that Michael Jacobsen would be an ideal candidate for this position.

| have known Michael since he arrived in Newton in 1993 and joined the faw firm of Diehl,
Clayton & Jacobsen. At thattime | practiced extensively in Jasper County and observed Michael
representing clients similar to my clients. |was impressed with his demeanor and the way in which
he interacted with his clients, other attorneys and judges.

In 1996, he moved on to become an assistant county attorney. | worked with him on
numerous cases that he was prosecuting and | was defending. | was always impressed with his
fairness and his professionalism in resolving cases. | continued to work with him on cases he
prosecuted when he became the county attorney. | witnessed how he manages the county
attorney's office, supervises his staff, and interacts with defense counsel, court staff and judges. |
believe he can be described as efficient, fair, and professional. He and his assistants have tried
difficult, complex cases. | have found him and his assistants to always be prepared for depositions,
hearings, and trial. His office works very hard to make the trial process as tolerable as possible for
withesses and victims. '

Even though Michael and the county attorney’s office most often deals with criminal cases, |
am aware that he was involved in a wide variety of cases including civil cases during his time in
private practice. |too once practiced in a smali firm in Jasper County and know it is quite common
that attorneys in small firms handie various legal matters for clients. | have complete confidence in
that Michael can effectively deal with any legal matter he would face on the district court bench,

" Without hesitation or reservation | recommend that Michael be your pick for this judicial
position.

Sincerely,

Ll Lok .

Gerald B. Feuerhelm



June 7, 2018

The Honorable Kim Reynolds, Governor of the State of lowa
State Capitol

1007 East Grand Ave.

Des Moines, fowa 50319

RE: Letter of Recommendation for Michael K. Jacobsen, Jasper County Attorney
The Honorable Governor Kim Reynolds,

In my role as the Superintendent of Schools of the Newton Community School District, 1
write this letter to express my strong support for Mike J acobsen, Jasper County Aftorney,
to be Judge in District SA. During our interaction over the past five years, Mike bas
proven himself to be a committed, fair-minded, and conscientious County Attorney. His
extensive background in the law and his professional conduct have been.outstanding and
notable. 1 believe strongly this will allow him to bring a unique perspective and a deep

understanding to a position on the bench.

Mike has always acted professionally, treated individuals ina respectful manner, been
committed to ethical and legal application of the laws of the State of Towa, and remained
patient, calm, and focused on doing the right thing. T have also had the honor and
privilege of knowing Mike as a father and community leader. In both of these roles he
has excelled. A true test of an individual’s effectivencss may be the impact they have on
their own family. Based upon this test, Mike and Collen stand out as exceptional.

A strong indicator of Mike’s success as a County Attorney that will undoubtedly be
parlayed into his effectiveness on the bench, is the safe and secure community in which
we live. Jasper County has experienced great socioeconomic changes since the departure
of Maytag. Even in this changing atmosphere, Jasper County remains one of the safest
communities in Towa. Much of this can be credited to Mike Jacobsen’s leadership and
effectiveness in his role as our County Attorney. The professional relationship that Mike
has developed with Jocal law enforcement, the public and private schools, and muitiple
county and city agencies is collaborative and focused on the citizens.

Tt is without reservation and with high recommendation that I hope you will give strong
consideration to Michael K. J acobsen as Judge for District 5A.

Respectfully,

Bob Callaghén, Juper

tendent

Newton Community Schiool District

E_J. H. Beard Administration Genter 541.792.5809 (PHONE)
1302 First Avenue West 641.792.9159 (FAX)
Newton, lowa 50208 www.newtoncsd.org
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June 1, 2018

The Honorable Kim Reynolds
c/o Meaghan O'Brien
Office of the Governor
1007 E Grand Ave.
Des Moines, IA 50319
By email and regular US mail

Re: Sixth Judicial District Court Judge Vacancy

Your Honor:

I am writing today to express my full support for Jason Besler for District Court Judge for the
Sixth Judicial District. I have known Mr. Besler for a number of years and believe he possesses
all of the qualities needed to make him an excellent judge.

I have been practicing law in Cedar Rapids, lowa for over 10 years. My practice includes a wide
variety of legal issues, which brings me into contact with judges, county attorneys, and litigants
on a regular basis. I regularly practice in family, criminal, civil, juvenile and other areas of law,
which have allowed me to regularly see Mr. Besler at the courthouse.

In my opinion, the most important qualities for any judge are good demeanor, knowledge of the
areas of law regularly presented to them, respect for litigants and attorneys, and the ability to
efficiently and effectively deal with cases. Based on my experience with Mr. Besler I have no

. doubt that he can fulfill all of these expectations.

Mr. Besler is very knowledgeable in criminal law and has dedicated many hours to advocacy for
abused and neglected children. Indeed 1 understand he was awarded the Outstanding Service
Award. In-addition, every time I have come into contact with Mr. Besler he has had a good
demeanor and has been willing to talk. I belicve that his knowledge of criminal law and his
willingness to reach out to others in the community is a strong indicator of how well he will
function as a judge. Mr. Besler has a tremendous reputation in the community for mtegrlty and
fair dealing, and I fully support his appointment.

Cedar Rapids Office Marengo Office Muscatine Office
425 2™ Street SE, Suite 1000 1017 Court Avenue 300 East 2™ Street
Cedar Rapids, Towa 52401 Marengo, Towa 52301 Suite 300A
Phene: (319) 369-0000 Phone: (319) 642-3411 Muscatine, Jowa 52761
Fax: (319) 369-6972 Fax: (319) 642-3411 Phone: {563) 263-2971

Se habla espaiiol



If you ha uestions about Mr. Besler please do not hesitate to contact me. My personal cell
phone is %ﬂd my office is Hhank you, again, for considering Mr.

Besler. He will make a terrific judge.

Sincerely,




OFFICE OF THE STATE PUBLIC DEFENDER

Peter Persaud, Local Public Defender Rachel Antonuccio, Attorney
725 South Clinton St, Ste A John Bruzek, Attorney
lowa City 1A 52240 Dennis Cohen, Attorney
Tel:319-351-1327 Sarah Hradek, Attorney
Fax: 318-351-0042 Quint Meyerdirk, Attorney

Matthew Shimanovsky, Attorney
Thomas Woods, Attorney
Julia Zalenski, Attorney

May 30, 2018

Governor Kim Reynolds
¢/o Meaghan O’Brien
Office of the Governor
1007 East Grand Avenue
Des Moines, A 50319

Gov. Reynolds:

I am writing this letter to eXpress my support for Jason Besler in his application for the position of
District Judge. I have known Mr. Besler for several years, and he Is undoubtedly one of the finest individuals
with whom I have had the pleasure of working with in the justice system.

Mr. Besler has a reputation of being kind, professional, and knowledgeable about the law. In my own
interactions with him, he has always given thoughtful consideration to each case and the circumstances of not
only the defendant but all parties affected by the case. As just one example, I represented a young man who
was charged in a particularly tragic vehicular homicide case. Thanks fo the efforts of Mr. Besler, we were able
to come to a resolution that was satisfactory to all parties, inciuding the victim’s family, and helped my client
get the assistance he needed with his own struggles.

Two words that T would use to describe Mx. Besler would be honest and fair. These qualities are
imperative in a judge. While these attributes are inherent fo M. Besler as a person, he also possesses a strong
working knowledge of the legal system and the law, and he strives to continue to learn.

I hope this letter adequately conveys the strength of my recommendation for Mr. Besler’s application for
District Judge and that you find he is deserving of such. Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

¢ WW,,

Qarah Hradek
Assistant State Public Defender



June 4, 2018
Dear Governor Reynolds,

I am writing a letter of support for Jason Besler who has been nominated
for a judgeship on the district court in Cedar Rapids. I am Tom Fogle, a
retired pastor. I was on the staff of Cedar Valley Bible Church in Cedar
Rapids for forty-four years, serving as senior pastor for thirty-one of
those years. Though retired now, I am still an elder and teach Sunday
school and continue to teach English grammar and composition in our
school (Cedar Valley Christian School) to seventh through ninth graders
and coach elementary and junior high girls’ basketball.

I have known Jason for sixteen years starting when he and his wife
began attending our church. For about seven years he and his wife were
part of a small group that met at our house to study marriage and other
biblical topics. It was in that small group that I really got to know Jason
well. The first thing that I was impressed by was his integrity. He was a
man of his word and has solid convictions. Although he never mentioned
names or specifics, he often discussed his role as a prosecuting attorney
for Linn County. In his words it was clear that he was always seeking
justice whether it meant a conviction or an acquittal. It didn’t matter to
him what the outcome was as long as it was the right one.

Next, I am also impressed by his intellect. He is bright and well-read. He
is thoughtful when discussing societal issues. It is hard to find a topic
that he doesn’t have knowledge about. Also, I never hesitate to ask him
questions regarding the law. If he knows the law in a certain area, he will
give me clear, thoughtful answers. If he doesn’t know the law in an area,
he will honestly tell me that he doesn’t know much about that subject
and won't try to speak to that matter without research.

Jascn is a strong family man. He is sacrificial for his wife and young
daughter. They respect him greatly. He is very involved in both his wife’s
and his daughter’s lives.

One of the things that I appreciate about him a lot is his conservative
approach to the issues of life, Since biblical truth is important to me, I
am grateful that he evaluates life matters from a biblical perspective.
However, he very much believes in the constitution and laws of the
United States and of the State of lowa and governs his approach to ,
prosecution by those laws, In short, he truly is a man of high standards,
and I have always respected him in that regard.. = . -

I will be praying for you as you make this appointment. [ know that these
decisions are often difficult for those who govern our nation and our



state, so I will be praying that you will have the wisdom to choose the
right person for this appointment, whether it is Jason or the other
candidate. I do believe Jason is a well-qualified and principled man who
will be thorough and honest in his judgments. We certainly need men
and women of his quality serving in our judicial system. If you choose
him, I know that you will feel comfortable with that decision and that as
titne goes on, you will know it was a wise choice.

Thank you so much for considering my words as you make your
decision. And thank you for serving the people of Iowal

Sincerely,

Thomas V. Foili I




Hiawatha Police Department

Dennis Marks - L ‘ : ) ‘ ' 101 Emmons Street

o . _ Hiawatha, lowa 52233

Chief of Police ‘ : Phone: (319) 393-1212
Fax: (319) 393-4416

Office of the Governor : _ : ~ June7,2018
Governor Kim Reynolds o : . -
1007 East Grand Avenue
- Des Moines, JA 50319 °

Governor Reynolds,

“lam writing to you today hoping you have juet a few minutes to consider my support for the appointment of
Assistant Linn County Attorney Jason Besler to the District Judge vacancy. 1support Mr. Besler without any hesitation
and believe beyond any doubt that his service to the State of lowa as a District Judge would be remarkable.

I have been working with Mr, Besler for ne'arly' 14 years. Over that time, | have had the opportunity to
experience the work of an attorney who is down to earth and stoically caim. He has advanced from misdemeanor
attorney to felony attorney and has even been recognized recently with the Outstanding Service Award from the lowar
Professional Society on the Abuse of Children. You will not have to look far to find many of his accomplishments.

Over the last decade and a half, 1 have consulted with Mr. Besler on a number of occasions due to his clear
knowledge on legal matters, his ability to explain legal matters understandably to the lay person, and his willingness to
- due so. When | have requested attorney advice | have, at times, sought the advice of Mr. Besler specifically. At other
times | have simply requested an available attorney and | consider myself fortunate when{ get to consult with him
anyway. My conﬁdence in his understa nding of the law is constant

Mr Besler has shown me hIS genuine interest in the manner in which justice is carried out. He is not afraid to
~“stand on the virtues of his opinion. In my experience he does not necessarﬂy tell me what | want to hear rather he gives
his advice based on fact and case law. Mr. Besler has always given me sound advice that permanently rings true to the
spirit in which laws have been written which has guided my growth and deveiopment as a Police Officer. Mr. Besierhas
. offered constructwe criticism and praise when appropriate wh:ch has posntwely impacted my career and how ! enforce
the Iaw -

Finally, | believe that challenging the merite of'appointing Mr. Besler to District Judge would be difficult. My .

hope is that you will afso find him as inspiring as | have. Please do not hesitate to contact me with anythlng further. |
thank you for the time you have taken to consider my support :

Sincerely yours,

-

Ben Kamm, Police Captain



KRAIG PAULSEN
52935 — 310" Street, Kelley, lowa 50134
319.981.3097 | 9813097@gmail.com

June 6, 2018

The Honorable Kim Reynolds, Governor
Office of the Governor

State Capitol

1007 E. Grand Avenue

Des Moines, lowa 50319

Attn.: Meaghan O'Brien

Dear Governor Reynolds,

| wish to inform you of my unconditional support for Jason Besler to become an lowa District
Court Judge.

| have known Jason since 2004 when he agreed to support and assist me on my first
campaign for the Jowa General Assembly. [ have since had the opportunity to interact with him
in many settings and have seen his demeanor and analytical abilities tested in both easy and
difficult situations, He is consistently even-tempered and always thoughtful.

Born in Waukon, Jason is a fifelong lowan who has prosecuted in Linn County for the last 18
years. He graduated from Luther College in 1996 and the University of lowa Law School in

Jason is also committed to service. He volunteers his time in various organizations. Among
others, he served as a board member for Bridgehaven (formerly Aid to Women), a nonprofit
pregnancy resource center. He js currently on the board of Isaac Newton Christian Academy,
next year to be a pre-k through 31 grade education institution. On these boards he has been
exposed to many issues and he has enhanced his skills as a teader during sometimes difficult
and contested issues.

[ have spoken with him regarding becoming a judge and | have no doubt he fully appreciates
the necessity for fairness. | ha\{e no doubt about his passionate commitment to justice

| give my highest endorsement to Jason Besler's application for the g Judicial District Court
vacancy. He is a leader wjth affection not just for the law, but more importantly the lowans it is
written to serve, He will e the state with distinction and honor,

Very respec

g Paulsen




Brian D. Gardner

Linn County Sheriff
310 Second Avenue S.W.
P.O. Box 669
Cedar Rapids, |A 52406-0669
Phone: (319) 892-6100  FAX: (319) 892-6276
www.linncounty.org/sheriff sheriff@linncounty.org

May 31,2018

Governor Kim Reynolds
Office of the Govemnor
1007 E. Grand Avenue
Des Moines, IA 50319

RE: District Court Vacancy
Honorable Governor Reynolds:

T am writing you to provide this letter of support on behalf of Jason Besler to fill the district court
vacancy in the 6th Judicial District. I have known Jason since May of 2000 when he was hired
by the Linn County Attorney’s Office as a Prosecutor I. Since then he has worked his way up
through the ranks, becoming a Criminal Prosecutor ITI in February 2009.

Over the course of his employment as an Assistant Linn County Attorney, I have found Jason to
be a very competent and methodical prosecutor. His knowledge of the law is impressive, as is
his understanding of its proper application. 1have also found Jason to be very approachable and
personable when either my staff or I have had questions about criminal law matters.

Tn addition to knowing Jason on a professional level, I have also know Jason and his wife, Dr.
Karen Besler for several years on a personal level. Karen has been our family dentist for several
years. -

Throughout my interaction with Jason, I have found nothing that would cause me any concern
should he be placed in a position as a district court judge. In fact, I find him to be very well-
suited for a judicial appointment and I would highly recommend that you consider doing just
that.

Respectfully, )ZZ/
Ty

Brian D. Gardner

Iinn County Sheriff



Cedar Rapids, TA CG_i
June 2, 2018

Re: Character Reference Letter for Jason Besler
To the Honorable Governor Kim Reynolds,

This letter is written on behalf of Jason Besler as testament, not only to his outstanding service to )
our community, but his consistent demonstration to live in an engaging way for the welfare of
others. He presently serves as a board member for Isaac Newton Christian School.

[ have known Jason for over a decade as a fair and able leader particulatly from our mutual
involvement on local community boards. One such board was Bridgehaven (Pregnancy Support
Center, formerly known as Aid to Women) where we served as board members and officers at
various times. Jason's knowledge, insight, and judgment was not only timely but invaluable
when it came to addressing many organizational challenges. Even after stepping down from the
board, his advice was still sought after, and he would malke himself readily available to supply it.

T've witnessed how Jason's calm demeanor and winsome attitude have allowed him fo be
welcomed into some of the most contentious debates and result in positive outcomes. He is as
articulate as they come while being both clear and firm. He is willing to work through difficult
circumstances and assignments to arrive at a just conclusion.

It is for these reasons that I can wholeheartedly recommend Jason for the judgeship position he is
secking.

Sincerely,

5 .
A Zop s
E. Bernard Hayes /Qé.i

Elder Chair
Noelridge Park Church

(319) 350-4568



Richard L. Pazdernik, Jr.
ALtorney at Law

PAZDERNIK W 519901407

LAW OFFICE gg 319-390-6627
= Rich@pazderniklaw.com
® www.pazderniklaw.com

June 1, 2018 ' 1931 Park Place NE, Suite D
Ms. Meaghan O’Brien, Cedar Rapids, lowa 52402

Office of the Governor
1007 E. Grand Avenue
Des Moines, IA 50319

Re: Linn County District Judge Opening — In Support of Jason Besler
Dear Ms. O’Brien:

1 am writing you to express my support of Jason Besler for Judge of the Sixth Judicial District of
Towa. As an attorney practicing in Cedar Rapids for over twenty years I represented many clients
where Jason Besler served as the prosecutor., In each case I found Jason to be well versed on the
facts and law, reasonable and willing to consider a plea agreement, but also firm and able to
proceed to jury trial when he believed it was warranted. These traits and extensive experience bode
well for him to serve as a District Court Judge.

In writing this letter of recommendation I reflected on my days as a law clerk and early years as a
lawyer when I had the tremendous opportunity to work under a great mentor in Cedar Rapids
Attorney, Wythe Willey. Mr. Willey, who unfortunately passed away several years ago, was the
jong time Chief of Staff for Governor Robert Ray, and provided counsel to Governor Terty
Branstad and U.S. Sepator Charles Grassley. On several occasions 1 assisted Mr. Willey with
recommendations for State and Federal Judicial Appointments. I recall Mr. Willey asking my
opinion on a candidate’s experience, temperament and personality. Mr. Willey provided Governor
Rranstad and Senator Grassley with many successful appointment recommendations. I firmly
believe Jason Besler would be the type of candidate Mr. Willey would fully support and

recommend to Governor Reynolds to be the next District Court Judge for the Sixth Judicial District
of lowa.

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me. Thank you.
Sincerf;ly,

Richard L. Pazdernik, Jr.



SEIDL & SEIDL, P.L.C.

Attorneys at Law
229 Northland Court NE
Cedar Rapids, JA 52402

Phillip D. Seidl Telephone: (319) 377-9770
Mark J. Seidl Facsimile: (319) 377-5671

June 4, 2018

PSeidl@scerlaw.com

Gerald D. Seid]l

(Retired)

VIA Mail and E-MAIL

The Honorable I{im Reynolds
Governor of lowa
Attn.: Meaghan O’Brien
Office of the Governor
1007 E. Grand Avenue
Des Moines, IA 50319

Re: Jason Besler
Dear Governor Reynolds:

For the past several years, | have known Jason Besler as a thoughtful, hard-working Assistant Linn County
Attorney. His legal competency and work ethic are well-respected in our community. In my estimation, however, in

addition to his legal and professional qualifications, Jason’s excellent character is what makes him an ideal jurist.
Please accept this letter as a short explanation as to why.

Jason is committed to his family and community. His actions “speak” to the importance of both, Jason,
along with his wife, Karen, has been actively involved as Foster Parents, and Jason’s involvement in Big
Brothers/Big Sisters and with Bridgehaven underscore his commitment to be a positive force in our cominunity.

I recall visiting with Jason after he cycled off the Bridgehaven board. Ihad contacted him to consider
joining the board of a like-minded organization, Birthright of Cedar Rapids. Jason expressed a strong interest but
advised, as this commitment would impact his family, his decision would have to consider their needs. Ultimately,
Jason declined in consideration of family responsibilities. None-the-less, the thing which impressed me was I ason’s
conscientious reflection in order to fulfill his most primary obligation to his wife and child.

Tn his daily life, professionally and otherwise, Jason is seamlessly considerate of others. 1truly believe
JTason, will be mindful of, and respectful to, all who might appear in front of him. It is in consideration of Jason’
Besler’s work ethic, legal skill and character in particular, I believe he would be the best choice as a Judge for the
Sixth Judicial District.




June 4, 2018

Meaghan O’Brien
Office of the Governor
1007 E. Grand Avenue, Des Moines, 1A 503191

Dear Ms. O'Brien,
{ am writing a letter in full support of Jason Besler for District 6 Judge of lowa.

[ have known Mr. Besler for about 13 years and often sought his counsel when [ was the
Executive Director of the Cedar Rapids Civil Rights Commission. | have always found him to
be a fair minded, even-tempered person with a brilliant legal mind. He would judge fairly in
all civil cases, those charged with felonies, and divorce circumstances. His temperament is
his most enduring quality, because he remains balanced even in the midst of heightened

emotions.

It is also a joy to watch Mr. Besler with his family. His wife is a highly accomplished dentist
and are doing a great job with how they raise their daughter. Also, Mr. Besler's patience
and guidance of his daughter will be the guiding force in her development and growth in
years to come.

In conclusion, Jason Besler has my full support and 1 believe is uniquely qualified to serve
in this esteemed role. His educational background, professional career and the admiration
of his peers in the legal community demonstrate qualities that would make him valuabie
asset to the court.

Sincerely,

Karl Cassell

President/CEO
Perhaps Today! Inc.



June 13,2018

Honorable Kimberly Reynolds
Office of the Governor
1007 E. Grand Avenue
Des Moines, IA 50319

Re:  Wyatt Peterson
" Dear Governor Reynolds:

Please accept this letter as my endorsement of Wyatt Peterson for appointment as a Judge
of the Eighth Judicial District, Sub-District 8B, While it-may or may not mattet, [ am a
lifelong Republican and I beheve Wyatt to be of the same values and principles I hold
dear.

While [ have known Wyatt on a personal level since my time at Drake Umversﬂy Law
School, our families have known one another for much longet due to the proximity of our
farms. Suffice to say that Wyatt is the product of a typical Towa farm family - honest,
caring, hard-working and also ready to lend a hand to a neighbor in need. Irecall
posilive comments about Wyatt from family members long before having the pleasure of
meeting him. T also recall several compliments from respected law school colleagues of
mine about Wyatt and his work, particularly as it related to his involvement with the
Drake Law Agricultural Journal,

Since graduating law school and refurning to the area to practice I have come fo know
Wyatt on a personal and professional level. In so doing I have found each of those
compliments, comments and characteristics to be entirely fitting, As a person, Wyatt is a
kind, honest, caring individual whose interaction and coticern is always gennine. He is
also a-devoted family man who did pot hesitate to help on the family farm when his
father encountered health issues, even though it required considerable sacrifice on his

part.

As an-attorney, | have always found Wyitt’s knowledge and application of the law to be
first-rate. Equally, Wyatt has always been able to zealously represent his client while
maintaining the higlest level of professionalism. He consistently remains respectful,
patient, fair-minded and conscientious. His calm and measured demeanor is particularly
well-suited for the today’s courtrooms:

With the Baby Boomer generation aging we sit on the cusp of the largest transfer of
wealth in our state’s history. Together with this transfer of wealth will cotne
transactional issues and, unfortunately, the increasing challenges of dementia. We will
need judges well versed in the realms of transactional and probate law ot capable of



becoming such. Wyatt has already-demonstrated superior knowledge and expertise in
those areas and could immediately tackle those real estate, busihess, estate, trust and
conservatorship matters that are soon to increase in their number and complexity.

1 have known Wyatt Peterson to be a skilled lawyer, strong family man and leader in his
community. His broad experience in the areas of probate, family and criminal law
position him well for service as a Judge of the Eighth Judicial District, Sub-District 88. 1
support Wyatt Peterson’s appointment without reservation. -

Sincerel
7
A

Eric L. Benne
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Junel0, 2018

The Honorable Kim Reynolds
Office of the Governor

1007 T Grand Ave.

Des Moines, TA 50319

RE: Wyatt P Peterson
Dear Governor Kim Reynolds:

It is with great pleasure that 1 submit a personal letter of recommendation for Wyatt B Peterson
for the position of District Court Judge in Judicial District 8B. Humility is Wyatt’s most unique
trait. A trait that all truly great leaders and community servants should have. I don’t think it can
he learned of taught. It’s who you are. Jt’s definitely who Wyatt is. And its why I proudly write
this letter of recommendation for him, People in a position of power can easily be intoxicated by
power. Wyatt’s-humility will never allow that to happen.

T have been lucky to know Wyatt on a personal level for 22 years now. Our refationship started as
college freshman roommates. I was truly blessed to have been paired with a roommate that
modeled humility, integrity, kindness, patience, and a "farm kid” work cthic. Wyatt was often my
moral compass and someone I have tired my best to emulate,

A good predictor of how one will serve his community can be found in how he serves those
closest to him. Wyatt loves his family and cares for them deeply. While in college he would otten
miss out on fun weekend activities to help on his family farm during planting and harvesting
season. He was sure to make it home for any important fammily events such as grandparent
birthdays or important events his siblings were apatt of. This has carried into his adult life. He
was an absolute rock for his family while his first born daughter Mary Kate was born 3 months
premature. e and hus wife spent 3 anxicty filled months in the NICU. He was the picture of
compassion to his wife, other parents in the NICU, and the staff that cared for his new daughter.
His family has grown to 4 kids. He is coaching his son’s T-Ball team. Now serves as President of

" Mz, Pleasant Christian School school board, and adoreshis wife like he just met her.

1501 E. 3rd Street PO, Box 10100 Delta, Colorado 81416-5003 (970) 874-7681



Wyatt hasaiways displayed-a very strong work-¢thic. He had pact time jobs while being a full time
college stident while cormsnting several-hours back home to work weekends on'his family farm.
Preseiit day he. carries himself with such dignity while diligently juggling his many
“yesponsibilities. Thes include-but are not limited to running his ownprivate law practice,

workinig part i ¢ M i'fiaitejiidge', gerving his local school as-school board president, all while

- shﬂhelpmg hiis famnily farm.: He is intentional with his time, careful not to over extend himsell

' but Once be 6nmﬁsmsomethmg he is fully commaitted. He is diligent, punchual, and very
~ organized. o

O Wyatt’s nommatlontctlns pesiﬁdn:_givias me much faith in our judicial system. The backbone of

o ourjudlcla]systcm relici on personal intégrity. Wyatt brings-a level of ntegrity that is essential

~ “hastever

E andrarelyseenﬂcmgmdedby his personal faith anda strong desire to do the right thing, Wyatt.
avered from his personal convictions over the 22 years 1 have known him, It is with

o exXtreme €O dence hiat I recominend Wyatt B Peterson for your position.

Siﬁé‘eré_lyg e
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June 13,2018

The Honorable Kiro Reyriolds:
Gavernor of lowa

1007 East Grand Ave.

Des Moines, lowa 50319

‘Dear-Governor Reynolds,

|Lam writing you .t'o;fglcr'qfnrhe_nd that.you appoint Wyatt Peterson o.serve as adistrict judge of lowa’s
EighthJudicial District,-5ub District 8B. Please be advised that while Wyatt and lare third cousins, &
relationship warthy of distlosure a rd the feason | have known him fof his entire fife, | do not befieve ur

rélationship impagts Ty objectivity; rather, it glves me just the right distanca from which 16 seeclearly”
who he is: .

Pplease’allow ne.ta comment on fous Tactors that Ssupport my recomnmendation, hamely, Wyatt’s

integrity, his Legal Ability/Experience; Wyatt's Temperament and his Life Experience.

iowd © rops aréthe product g tertil farmland andt he unmatched skill and dedication of lowa

farmiers.. Like-lowa crops; Wyattsintegrity is the product of an fowa farming community where hils
arents, g'rfar;_dpar_mwts;;ahd entire community raised him o he committed to hard: waork, honesty, self-
velianes and & steadfast commitmentto do'what 1§ right. You Ho not measure lritegrity o @ scale of 1-
10. Integrity Is binary. Either you have ft or you do not. Wyatt has It and anyone youtatkto that knows
him will say the same, ' ‘

Wyatt has been an attorney for 15 years: Early In his career; he obtained significant courtraom:
experience as the As_s,;'sjtant'qunty' with the Washi'_ngton;I:‘i_:iu‘m,y;gttgrriay’s_{}Eﬁcé.. Moré récently, he'
wag appolnted 10.58rve as a pari-fime Hanry County Maglstrate. tjriﬁz{tﬂe,—’b'raﬁt'i&é;_Iﬁé?_haé. had the
Oppa-rtuﬁ&y'tawmk--v.r_it'h clients in virtualty every area of the law, including, butnot limited-to, litlgation,
real tastata;'hgsme;ssf'pianning.a_n_d contracts, and probate and trusts. '_S_ir‘np‘ly-iplu_t,:Wy{att‘fs;hrqéﬂ logal
axperience (public and private; a5 a prosecutdr and criminal defe hse counsel, ncluding issues involving
juveniles, mental beailth and substance abuse; as a magistrate; and as.2 private practice attorney) Is:
precisely the varled expérience pecessary to deal with the diverse Issues judges face_d‘aﬁﬂi‘g '

When you meetwith Wyat}, you.will net meet the type of judge that would get good telavision
ratings. To the contrary, you wilf meet with a rtié'ﬂp'a}-iaio_uldﬂw"aﬂ'tj’io"l}éf';t_hézf'judgéibh‘yom"_éase,
whather as an accused, a victim, a juror, a veitnpss, a lawyer or otherwise: He Is an outstanding
listener. He is humble He is ot quick to judga, but firm and dedisive once he has made up his

mind, Most of all; he’ understands the gravity of this responsitifity. n 4 jlidge, that is what you, and all

{ovvans, want : . and deserve.

www.ii(}I.‘Eh'v’s*{{*%i;ba rik.com
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\Wyatt Petarson was born and raised In-southeast fowa, He attended college and faw school in-lowa, He
tias served gsan lowa public emplayes. He has-seryedasa magistrate Judge Infowa, He has éngaged In
tha phivaté practice of law. He works part-time in'his father's livistock operation. | can think:af rio

person better prepared ty life to be an lowa-district court judge than Wyatt Peterson.

Wyatt is my cousin, mig frighd and & felléw member 5§ the Bar. Asia banker, o ommunity volwiteerand
-a citizen of lowa, 1t gives me great—:pr_.iﬂa:tn' know thatyou ars considerling Wyattfor this-
appointment; After meeting with bir, | am Eonfident that you will agree with me that he is the hest

chigies 0 Serve éi.s.éf';iliétric’tfj'u'dgﬁ’bf‘_lmwa's Eighth Judicial Distriet, Sub District 88.

Shoidd you have any quéstions’ regarding thig lattet, Wyatt-ar any other matter, please da not hesitate
to call me at '

¢ Meaghan O'Brien
Office of the Governor
1007 E. Grand Avearilie
Res Wolnes, 1A 50319
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PATRICK C. BRAU
ATTORNEY AT LAW
111 EAST WASIIINGTON STREET
MOUNT PLEASANT ,JOWA 52641-1901

TELEPHONE (319) 3852511
FAX (319) 385-2148

June 14,2018

Govemor Kimberly Reynolds
State Capital

1007 East Grand Avenue
Des Moines, lowa 50319

Re:  Wyatt Peterson — District Court Judge Canidate
Dear Governor Kimberly Reynolds:

[ am writing in support of Wyatt Peterson, who is being considered for the District Court
Judge position in the 8B Judicial District. It is without hesitation that | recommend him for your
appointment.

I have been a resident of lowa all my life. | have been practicing Jaw in Iowa since
graduating from Drake University in 1986. For the past 19 years, 1 have had a general practice in
Mount Pleasant, lowa. My experiences with Wyatt have been from different perspectives. When
he was a prosecutor in Washington County, 1 represented several Defendants being prosecuted by
him. Since he has practiced law in Henry County, he and I have been involved in real estate,
prabate and other civil cases. | have represented the City of Mount Pleasant, as City Attorney,
small claims litigants and defendants, before Wyatt in his position as Judicial Magistrate. These
experiences with Wyatt have convinced me that he is qualified to deal with a wide range of issues
that 2 District Court Judge is required to address.

I served on the Judicial Nominating Committee that first selected Wyatt, when he became
magistrate. The entire Committee selected Wyatt because he possessed all the gualitics we felt
would be necessary for him to be successful. He has more than met our expectations. Wyatt has
an excellent judicial demeanor. Asa lawyer, | have always felt that he has been fair with me and
my clients. He always treats individuals who appear before him, whether first timers or familiar
faces, with patients and respect. This is particularly important when the first, and sometimes only,
time most individuals appear before a member of the judicial system is their local magistrate, An
individual’s first impression of the judiciat system will greatly be effected by how they are treated
by the presiding judge.



In addition to having the demeanor necessary in a District Court Judge, he has the
intelligence, positive attitude and work ethic to be successful. T believe that Wyatt will seek justice
in every case before him, within the confines of the law. 1 have learned from professional
interaction and personal conversations that Wyatt, that he has solid values that 1 believe most

lowans share.

It is my personal opinion, which 1 share with many lawyers in Southeast lowa, that you
will never regret the decision to appoint Wyait Peterson District Court Judge for the 8B Judicial
District. Please feel free to contact me if you have any questions regarding this recommendation.

Sincerely,

o

PATRICK C. BRAU

PCB:pcb
Enclosure
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14 ELECTRONIC MAIL & U.S. MAIL
(Meaghan.Obrien@lowa. Gov)

Governor Kim Reynolds
State Capitol

1007 E. Grand Avenue
Des Moines, JA 50319

RE: Wryatt Peterson — District Court Judge — Eighth Judicial District

Dear Governor Reynolds:

(a77-1884)
{Laas-1928)
{io=8-1835}
(toas-1248)
(LB2B-1948)
(1848-L082)
{1962-1968)
(1858-1976})

876-19805)

{tees-200l)

[ write to convey my support and recommendation for Wyatt Peterson as a District Court

Judge for the Fighth Tudicial District of Towa. Ihave known Wyatt for approximately fifteen
years, and have found him to be an extremely competent attorney and'a good person to work

with.

1 have acted as co-counsel on a couple of matters with Wyatt. During my interaction with

him I have always found him {o be fair to both attorneys and litigants, and would note that he

treats all individuals with respect and appropriate demeanor, That cannot be said for all attorneys

with whom we interact, but Wyatt seems to go out of his way to treat all people fairly and with

respect. I am confident he would bring this level of professionalism to the bench.

Wyatt worked in our firm for approximately three years. During that time, he exhibited
excelient legal skills, Wyatt was and is extremely competent in the areas of research, writing,
and interaction with clients. If he were a District Court Judge, 1 am confident he would
competently apply the law to the relevant facts, and render objective rulings. In my interactions
with Wyatt since he has left our firm, we have at times discussed various matters presented either
in our firm or in his private practice. Wyatt gives all individnals, regardless of their income or
background, the same deference and dedication of his time when taking on a new matter. T am
confident that Wyatt would treat all individuals who come before his court with the proper level



ASPRIMEIER, FIscH, Power, ExeBErG & HELLING, PI.C.

of respect that is expected of our judicial system. 1know that Wyatt believes strongly in the Iowa

court system, and would work tirelessly to provide fair and legally accurate rulings to the matters
that come before him,

[ highly recommend Wyatt Peterson for your consideration as a District Court Judge.

Respectfully submitted,

William R. Jahn, Jr.

ASPELMEIER, FISCH, POWER,

WRJ/dle ENGBERG & HELLING, P.1.C.
ce: Wryatt Peterson



JOLNSTON, HICKS & GRIFFITH
ATTORNEYS AT LAW
109 N. THIRD STREET
P.0O. BOX 268
KNOXVILLE, IOWA 50138-0268

TELEPHONE
{641) 842-2197
FAX {641) 842-7100

JOE M. JOHNSTON (1892.10972)
JOSEPH M, SOHNSTON {192:1-1684)
JAMES VERNON HICKS

BARRY L. GRIFFITH

Tune 12,2018

The Honorable Kim Reynolds
Governor of the State of lowa
Office of the Govetnor

1007 E. Grand Avenue

Des Moines, lowa 50319

RE: APPOINTMENT OF DISTRICT COURT JUDGE
EIGHTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT

Dear Governor Reynolds:

I am writing this letter to recommend and encourage the appointment of Wyatt P.
Peterson as a District Court Judge in the Eighth Judicial District. To a certain extent, [
am biased in my recommendation as I am Wyatt’s father-in-law. However, [ am an
attorney who has practiced for over 30 years in the Fifth Judicial District and I have had
the good fortune to witness and observe Wyatt’s growth as a young man {rom courting
my daughter to being an unusually good father of four children while developing a
thriving law practice in his home town. In the process, he gained several years’
experience as an assistant county attorney and then later, doing some defense work, He
has handled family law cases, a wide variety of business law cases, and a broad range of
estate planning and estate settlement cases. ] cannot imagine an individual with more
broad-based experience and qualifications for becoming a District Court Judge.

1 have had the opportunity to observe Wyatt in stressful situations and have
admired his ability to assess these situations and prioritize his efforts. He is extremely
conscientious and well-balanced in his thinking. He is very good at diffusing tense
situations and bringing common sense to a situation.

Wyatt has shown an ability to think and react quickly in stressful situations. He
has shown that he has the technical skills to make good legal arguments whether writing
or making oral arguments. He is at ease with people of all walks of life and backgrounds.
In my view, Wyatt has the temperament to be an outstanding judge and a person of
character who will stand the test of time.



My respect and support for Wyatt Peterson is unqualified and it is my hope that
he will be given the opportunity to serve as a District Court Judge.

Respectfully,
JOHNSTON, HICKS & GRIFFITH

Ll

BLG:tld
Enclosures



ASPELMEIER, FISCH,

ROBERT A. ENGBERG
BRIAXN J. HELLING®
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WM. SCOTT POWER, OF COUNSEL
K. A. ASPELMEIER, RUTIRED
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*A150 ADMITTED IN ILLINOES

Governor Kim Reynolds
State Capitol

1007 E. Grand Avenue
Des Moines, [A 50319

Law OFFICES OF

#3211 N, GeDp STREET - P.O. BOX 1046
BURLINGTON, IOWA 52601
PHONE NO. 319-754-6587
HAX NO. 019-764-7514

MEDIAPOLIS OFFICE WEST FOINT OFFICE
BI9-0394-01836 o19-8457-8614

June 14, 2018

VIA ELECTRONIC MAIL ONLY
(Meaghan Obrien@Ilowa. Gov)

PowEeRr, ENGBERG & HELLING, PL.C.

JOHYN J, SEERLEY
SEERLEY 8 CLARK
SEERLEY, GLARK & RALE
GCLARK, HALE & PLOCK
GLARY, PRYOR, HALE
& PLOCK
CLARK, PRYOR, HALE,
PLOCHK & RILEY
PRYOR, HALE, FLOCK,
RILEY & JONES
PRYOR, RILEY, JONES
& WALSH
PRYOR, RILEY, JONES
& ASPELMEIER
ASPELMEIER, FISCH, POWER,
WARNER & ENGBERG

RE:  Letter of Support for Wyatt I’ Peterson for District Court Judge
for the Towa Eighth Judicial District

Dear Covernor Reynolds:

I offer the following letter of support for and strongly recommend your appointment of

(1a77-1884}
aa4-loas)
(1928-1935)
(12365-1938)
(19381948}
(1940-1952)
(1952-1959)
(1958-16786)

{1876-1085)

(1pB&-2001)

Wyait P, Peterson as District Court Judge for the Jowa Bighth Judicial District. T understand that
you will be interviewing Wyatt on TJune 18, 2018 and I ask that you consider this letter of support

as a part of that interview.

I have had the privilege of knowing Wyatt since 2
practicing in the law firm of which I am a partner. Wyatt

003 when he began as an attorney
was a tremendous asset fo our firm in

the years he practiced with us, not only because of his strong academic background and

exceptional legal knowled
quict and somewhat reserv
and temperament so essent

od while at the same time €
ial for a judge. T have found

ge and ability, but also because of his qualities as a person. Wryatt is
xhibiting a level of competence, demeanor,
Wyatt to treat all with whom he deals

with the utmost degree of fairness, respect, and dignity, regardless of their position and regardless
of whether he is advocating for or against them.

After leaving our firm, Wyatt served as A

ssistant Washington County Attorney. 1then

had the experience of representing a defendant in what I felt to be a rather setious motor-vehicle-

related charge arising from a significant veh
connection with those matters, 1 found Wyatt to be extremely forthright, fair, an
the presentation of his case against my client
County Attorney's Office. Wyatt was successful

losing side, 1 always felt

icular accident. Wiyatt represented the State in
d respectiul in

and felt Wyatt to be a credit to the ‘Washington
in that prosecution and, while I was on the
that I was also treated very fairly in the arguments and the evidence
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presented againstmy client. Wyatt is a talented opponent, a trusted member of the Bar, and a
person whose friendship I am honored to share, Wyall's work ethic and his commitment to
professional standards of conduct are above reproach.

I am convineced without any reservation whatsoever that Wyatt exemplifies the criteria for
selection of judges with respect to qualities of integrity; legal knowledge and ability; professional
experience; judicial temperament; diligence in punctuality; health and stamina; public service;
collegiality; communication skills; and motivation.

T was very pleased to learn that Wyatt has chosen to make this application and that he was
one of the nominees selected by the 8B Judicial Nominating Commission for this office. Iam
convinced Wyatt would be an excellent addition to the judiciary and a credit to the State of lowa
in this position.

Very truly yours,
.M _

RAE/dle
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June 15,2018

VIA ELECTRONIC MAIL ONLY
(Meaghan, Qbrien@lowa, Govy)

Goverpor Kim Reynolds
State Capitol

1007 E. Grand Avenue
Des Moines, 1A 50319

RE: Letter of Recommendation for Wyait P. Peterson for District Court Judge
for the Towa Eighth Judicial District

Dear Governor Reynolds:

1 am writing to you to recommend your appointment of Wyatt P. Peterson as District
Court Judge for the Towa Eighth Judicial District.

Wyatt was an associate of our law firm beginning in September of 2003 through
December of 2006, at which time he loft to take a position as the assistant Waghington County
Attorney in Washington, fowa, During his term at our law firm, Wyatt was a valued member of
our team. Wyatt has an exceptional work cthic. Wyatt provided excellent representation to the

clients of our office.

[ have remained in contact with Wyatt through his time at the Washington County
Attorney’s Office and currently as a sole practitioner in Winfield, lowa. 1know that Wyatt’s
practice has allowed him to develop very competent trial and advocacy skills. Wyatt’s personal
demeanor and temperament would be an asset to the Towa Judiciary. 1have always found Wyatt
to treat everyone fairly and with respect. Asa practicing attorney, I know that Wryatt’s
experience as Assistant County Attorney will serve him well as a District Court Judge. Also, the
fact that Wyatt has been involved in a significant amount of transactional work during his career
will be very beneficial to him in hisrole as a District Court Judge.

I am convinced that Wyatt would be an asset to the Iowa Judiciary, and strongly
recommend his appointment-as District Court Judge for the Fighth Judicial District. L have
known Wyait on both a professional and personal basis, and I am convinced that based on his

e i
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tremendous work ethic, experience, demeanor, temperament, and his unquestioned professional
ethics, he would make an excellent District Court Judge.

Brian 7. Meli¥g
ASPELMEIER, FISCH, POWER,
ENGBERG & HELLING, P.L.C.

BIH/tkb
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* Meaghan O'Brien
Office of the Governor
1007 E, Grand Avenue
Des Moines, TA 50319

VIA E-MAIL
Meaghan.Obrient@lowa.Gov

Re:  Wyatt Peterson
To Whom It May Concern:

I am writing to provide my support for Wyatt Pelerson to serve as the newest Eighth Judicial
District Court Judge. I am excited that Wyatt is one of the two final candidates. I have had the
opportunity to work with Wyatt on different cases and I believe he is the appropriate person for
the job.

-1 had the opportunity to work with Wyatt in a capatity where he was serving as executor on an
estate | was administering. It was an extremely contentious estate with eight (8) beneficiaries
who did not have strong family ties to one another, Wyatt was asked by the family to serve as
co-executor on the estate with one brother after two other siblings had resigned. Wyatt was
aware of thé contententiousness of the estaie and still chose to take the position to assist.in. trying
to settle the disputes and close the estate. During his time as executor, | was ablée to see Wyatt
assist with his knowledge as an attorney, and also from an individual standpoint as executor
trying to implement the terms of the Will and balance the family dynamics, Over that time, he
deall with a large degree of complaints, frustrations and communication from various family
members. During this case, he always maintained his integrity in his responses. He took the
time to address the concerns of each beneficiary, answer honestly and maintain open
communication with the family. He was fair to all beneficiaries in giving clear and consistent
answers and direction. 1 was very impressed with his ability to handle the dynamics within the
family in an open communicative and calm manner. In this situation, he was able to act
independently based on what he believed was appropriate with regard to the administration of the
estate and the intent of the Will. He was not swayed by various opinions based on emotion, but
was able to address the situation in an unbiased manner.

[ believe that Wyatt possesses the required legal knowledge and an ability to apply the legal
knowledge to specific factual sifuations. 1 communicated with Wyatt regarding a probate court
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Meaghan O'Brien
Page 2
June 14,2018

costs issue and some filings that he had made regarding the same. My review of his filings, once
it was public record, indicated his ability to apply the factual situations against the faw and
determine the appropriate outcome.

I believe Wyatt to be a very diligent and punctual individual. When working with him on the
probate estate, his response time to me and all of the beneficiaries was often as gquickly as
possible in a professional manner. "The estate was never waiting on his response, and he was
often ahead waiting on the estate 10 get to a point to have further analysis. He had already
considered what we may need to consider at the time that we were posing the question. He was
always able to make all of the appointments scheduled, whether in-person, court hearings or
phone conferences, and responded appropriately to all beneficiaries and me as the attorney for
the-estate.

As mentioned above, Wyatt’s communication skills are very good. I worked with him on a
separate real estate matter ‘where he represented the buyer under a real estate contract. Wyait
was very upfront about concerns and questions and responded with his title opinion and
objections immediately and helped to address some lingering questions about an outstanding tax
issue in a respectful manner to me, my client and his client. He took the time fo explain his
concerns and work diligentlyto get all signatures as quickly as possible so ‘that all parties were
satisfied and issues resolved quickly.

In closing, | would like to say that my time spent working with Wyatt on various maiers has led
me to want to write this letter of recommendation for him, as I believe that He is an intelligent,
strong, communicative attorney who will make an excellent judge. [ believe that Wyatt would
excel as a judge and we would be lucky o have him in such a capacity.

Very truly yours,

AlGgss Rifptewart ‘
ANDERSDN, ROBERTS, PORTH, WALLACE &
STEWARRT LLP

ARS/sw/lp



June 12, 2018

Dear Governor Kim Reynolds:

| am writing this letter to support Wyatt Peterson for the vacant District
Court Judge position in Judicial District 8B.

| am a court attendant in North & South Lee County and recently helped
with a magistrate jury trial in South Lee County where | had the pleasure to work
with Magistrate Peterson. Magistrate Peterson made the jury feel welcome and
explained procedures to them. The jury trial was a speeding ticket. The
defendant was pro se, a “sovereign citizen”, had a very different perspective of
the law, and was somewhat outspoken. Magistrate Peterson was very even-
tempered but firm with the pro se defendant, also explaining procedures to him
and giving him guidance as needed. He was conscious of the jurors’ time and
kept the trial moving along.

Magistrate Peterson was Very respectful of all jurors, litigants, and court
personnel. 1 enjoyed working with him and feel that he would be an excellent
addition to our judicial team.

Sincerely,

Dawn Willson
Court Attendant
North & South Lee County



The Honorable Kay Reynolds June 11, 2018
1007 E. Grand Avenue
Des Moines, 1A 50319

Dear Governor Reynolds,

Re: Wyatt P. Peterson, District Court Judge Nominee, District 8B

As a member of the legal profession | could speak to Wyatt's legal gualifications, yet | surmise the other
nominee has those necessary credentials as well as Wyatt. Accordingly, my comments are as to Wyatt’s
integrity and personal gualifications.

Wyatt and his family live in rural Henry County on a farm immediately across the road from the farm
where | was raised that is still in my family. | have known Wyatt his entire life, as well as three
generations of his peterson extended family. | often see him playing out front with his four children,
who are creative, fun, and infinitely polite young kids, a credit to both Wyatt and his spouse.

Wyatt eventually after law school chose to return to his roots, rural Southeast lowa. His perspectives on
rural life through having grown up in and continuing to participate in a successful family farm operation
are perspectives that are still needed in our state.

Wyatt has the ideal temperament for the bench. He is humble, hardworking, and a disciplined, as well
as much respected, practitioner. He always maintains his composure, even under trying circumstances. i
have known Wyatt only as a compassionate and caring person, attributes that are too often lacking in
our current legal community. i have personally seen him interact and relate with all ages; never have |
heard him speak down to anyone.

He is a salt of the earth— moratly upright, dedicated father and husband, helpfut neighbor, well-liked by
all, aswell as a respected practitioner. He is fair-minded, reliable, and trustworthy — exactly the kind of
judge you would want to bring your case to in a court of law.

| am confident Wyatt will discharge his duties on the bench in a conscientious manner consistent with
the laws of the state of lowa.

As an aside, | have personally known several lowa Supreme Court justices over the years, two of which
worked for the law firm | cofounded in 1977 Justice Bruce Zager worked as an associate in our law firm
in Cedar Falls for several years when he first started practicing. | predict that Wyatt will progress to the
lowa Supreme Court during his legal careerl He hasthe needed temperament, as well the demeanor 10
nandle the pressures of the courtroom.

Sincerely,

Ann Charlotte Bergstrom




‘Henry County Attorney

Courthouse---100 E. Washington St., Suite 101
Mount Pleasant, lowa 52641-1 849
Phone (319) 3850752 Fax (319) 385-0778
Email: coattorney@henrycountylowa.us

Darin R. Stater Ed Harvey, Assistant County Attorney

County Attorney Terri Quartucc, Assistant County Attorney

June 12, 2018

Govemnor Kim Reynolds
Office of the Governor |
1007 E. Grand Ave, i
Des Moines, 1A 50319

Dear Governor Reynolds:

There are several qualities which Wyait Peferson posscsses that indicate he would make an
outstanding District Court Judge.

Wyatt has clearly shown himself to be an intelligent and hardworking individnal., When working
with him as an attorney in the past, he was.always well prepared and competent,

Wyatt also has many years experiénce both in civil and criminal law. He has worked both as a
defense attorney and prosecutor, as well as representing varied civil clients.

The single most outstanding quality Wyatt possesses is his judicial demeanor. Asa Magistrate, he
has treated all individuals before his Court with the utmost respect. However, while Magistrate ;
Peterson has treated people well, he has also demonstrated the ability to take control of his
Courtroom. when necessary.

In summary, I believe Wyatt Peterson would be an admirable District Court Judge highly capable of
carrying out the requircments of the position, and a significant asset to the District Court. f

Sincerely, !

Ed Harvey
County Attorney

it S et 11




GARY L. WIEGEL, BA D
Attorney at Law
14 E. Monroe
P.0. Box 488
Mt. Pleasant, lowa 52641-0488

Telephone (319) 385-2130

FAX Re-8667 -
June 13, 2018 (339) 385-8667

Governor Kim Reynolds.

State Capitol 7

1007 E. Grand Ave., Room 101
©DesMoines, 1A 50319

RE:  Wryatt Peterson
District 8B Judicial Candidate

Dear Governor:

This letter is.ot1 behalf of Wyatt Peterson, candidate 1o fill the vacancy in District 88 created by

the retirement, of Judge J ohn.Lina.

I have been practicing Jaw here in Henry County for 53 and have seen many aftorneys and Judges
come aud go. If has certainly been a pleasure gelting to know Wyatt and working with him since
he opened his practice in Winfield. Tenjoy talking to him and have, on occasion, sought his
counsel for a second opinion, We have also been on opposing sides of issues marny times and [
found Wyatt {o be quite Kknowledgeable in his application of the law. As our world is every

changing, his easy-going demeanor is such that [ believe he would be unfazed by situations he
would be presented with on a day-to-day. basis as a District Court Judgé. His temperament, in
fact, reminds me of that of retired Judge, Harlan Bainter. ‘ ' :

In closing, I belicve Wyatt would make an outstanding Judge and hope that you will ap'pbint him
to the bench for District 8B, Thank you for your consideration. '

Yours fruly, :

Sary L, Wiegel
Attorney at Law

GLWnlw




iﬂg o _ Powell and McCullough, PLC
N %M? 1100 6™ Street, Suite 103
“ﬁ C;W e 1 ] & Coralville, Towa 52241

> , Tel: 319-569-1772
MCCullough, Fax: 319-569-1774
P LC www.powellandmecullough.com
LAW GFFicEs June 13, 2018

Governor Kim Reynolds

RE: Wyatt P. Peterson
District Court Vacancy

Dear-Governor Reynolds:

I am writing to recommend Wyatt P, Peterson for District Court Judge. 1 have known Wyatt for
almost 12 years. Wyatt became an assistant Washington County Attorney shortly after I began practicing in
Washington. The two of us then spent several formative years being opposing counsel on cases on a daily
basis. I gained a great deal of respect for Wyatt, both as a person and as a prosecutor. Wyatt Peterson is
honest and straightforward, with a refreshing lack of arrogance. Wyatt and I tried numerous cases against
one another, and each time he was a professional to the highest degree.

When Wyatt decided to leave Washington County, T remember him sending me a very thoughtful
email acknowledging our friendship and wishing me well, I appreciated that he took the time to write me; in
fact I still have the email today.

For several years Wyatt and 1 referred cases to one another as private attorneys. Eventually Wyatt
became a Magistrate Judge in Henry County, and I occasionally appear in front of him in this capacity. Asa
Jjudge, Wyatt has performed just as T would have expected, running his courtroom in a calm, almost laid back
manner. [ have no doubt he would do the same at the district court level,

Wyatt Peterson is one of the truly “nice” people in our profession. T have yet fo encounter anyone
who has had anything bad to say about Wyatt personally or professionally. I believe that Wyatt will bring
this level of courtesy and civility to the District Court Bench if given the opportunity. I am honored to make
this recommendation. Please contact me if I can be of any further assistance. ;

Very truly yours,
Powell and McCullough, PLC

e,

JLP/mg effrey L. Powell




WASHINGTON COUNTY TREASURER

JEFFREY A. GARRETT
Jolene Colthurst, Deputy Treasurer Shelley Reed-Wulf, Clerk
Teresa Long, Deputy Treasurer Deanna Bertelll, Clerk

Mary Sue Northup, Clerk

June 12, 2018

The Honorable Kim Reynolds
Governor, State of lowa
1007 E Grand Ave

Des Moines, 1A 50319

Dear Governor Reynolds;

it has come to my attention that Wyatt Peterson is being considered for appointment as
District Court Judge in judicial district 8B. Wyatt served as Assistant County Attorney for
Washington County from Decernber 2006 through April 2010.

| am not an expert on the law, but what | do remember about Wyatt was his calm and
steady demeanor. My interactions with him were always very professional. | always
knew my issues would be resolved quickly and with integrity. | feel he would make an
excellent District Court Judge. '

Please feel free to contact me if any further information would be helpful in making
your decision. Thank you.

Sincerely,

leffrey A. Garrett
Washington County Treasurer ,

332 West Main St., PO Box 889, Washington, 1A 52353
319-653-7721 Property Tax | 319-653-7724 Motor Vehicle | 3196537789 Driver's License
treasurer(@co.washington.ia.us | co.washington.ia.us | www.lowatreasurers.org



ﬁmn@ Rlaom, Clerk Telephone (319) 653-7727
Trin Yoder, Clerk : Facsimile (319) 633-7754

WASHINGTON COUNTY RECORDER
JO GREINER

224 West Main Street
PO Box 889 (use for mail)
‘Washington lowa 52353

jgreiner@co.washing‘ton.ia.us
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wwiwsiowalandreeords.org

June 12, 2018
Governor Kim Reynolds,

This letter is regarding Wyatt Peterson’s appointment to the District Court position.

I became acquainted with Wyatt during the time he was Washington County Assistant
Attorney and I was employed in the Washington County Recorder’s Office. Wyatt was
always helpful and kept a calm demeanor.

Also, 1 was a juror in an OWI case that he prosecuted. I remember Wyatt was well-
prepated and courteous to those involved. The person was eventually found guilty.

Presently, we record the do cuments (deeds, Powers of Attorney, contracts etc) that he
prepares in his private law practice. [know him to be conscientious, timely and
knowledgeable of the law.

Considering Wyatt’s chavacter and integrity, he would definitely be a positive choice for
this position. If you have any questions please contact me.

Sincer_ely,



BAINTER AND THOMAS
ATTORNEYS AT LAW

100 E. CLAY
MOUNT PLEASANT, [OWA 52641-2318
SELETA A. BAINTER AREA CODE 318
JEFFREY D. THOMAS TELEPHONE 385-0740
JOSEPHINE BAINTER THOMAS FAX (319) 385-0743

June 12, 2018

Governor Kim Reynolds
c/o Meaghan O’Brien
Office of the Governor
1007 East Grand Avenue
Desg Moines, [A 50319

RE: Tudicial Appointment District 8B — Wyatt P, Peterson

Dear Governor Reynolds,

I would like to take this opportunity to recommend Wyatt P. Peterson for the judicial
appointment in Towa Judicial District 8B. Thave been practicing law in M. Pleasant, fowa for
four years. I believe that I am the youngest member of the Henry County Bar. As a young
attorney, it is vital to be able to contact other members of the bar to answer questions that arise in
your first years of practice. Mr. Peterson has always been supportive, respectful, encouraging,
and available to young attorneys. I believe that this is an important reflection of his character
because it is infinitely casierto be dismissive. I also believe that this is an important character
trait for a person secking judicial appointment because a judge who takes the time to answer
questions and work with young attorneys raises the quality ofTogal practice in the district.

‘Furthermore, | have worked with Mr. Peterson on several occasions, including multiple real
estate transactions, a declaratory judgement action for two trusts, and an adoption proceeding. In
every communication, whether by phone, email, or in person, Mr. Peterson has been prompt,
courteous, and friendly. He is careful and thorough in the manner in which he handles his cases.

In the courtroom, he is thoughtful and articulate.

For these reasons, [ believe that Mr. Peterson would be an excellent addition to the Jowa Judicial
District 8B bench.

Best regards,
Al
Jgﬁcph‘ e Bainter Thomas \__

» Atto ey-At-Law
Bainter and Thomas Law Office

e




JULIE JOHNSON Barb Licbe

Shelly LI CLERK OF COURT Judicinl Specialist 3
Shihy Ling ) .
Jidicial Specialist 3 WASHINGTON COUNTY

Fern Bontrager.

224 W. Main St. Judicial Specialist 3

WASHINGTON IA 52353
PH 319-653-7741
FAX'319-653-7787

June 14.2018

Governad Kim Reynolds
Oftice:of the Governor
1007 & Grand Ave

Des Moineg, 1A 50319

Goveritr Reyriolds.

I write (o you regarding your upcoming-appointment of a judge to the district court bench for the 8"
Judicial District. 1 am honored to fully sippost an appolntment of Wyatt Peterson for the following
reasons. ‘ '

1 had the pleasure of working with Wyatt when he was the Assistant Washinigton County Attorney frony
December 2006 thra April 2010, You will never find a nicer, nore even tempered person than Wyatt:
Peterson.  His demeanorand temperament while working with court ugers, court personnel, and other
stforneys was always professional, kind and caring. Even while.representing the State of 1awa in eriminal
cases fiewas frim in his standing yetalways in 4 wiiy'ihat the defendant fespected him for his work, You
don’t always find a person that can work both sides of the table and have a good result regardless of the
outcome: Wyatt Peterson is that person, '

Wyat is-always prepared and we have never had probleins with him riot being available for us, for-court
usersand attorneys, His work elhic is outstanding and his-work is always accurate and timely. Wyattis a
team player and is ahvays willing to set his"jol™ aside 1o lielp anyone in‘a kind and compassioiiate way.

Sinee lenvitig Washington Coutity we contintied to work with Wyatt-as he pursued fiis private practice and
as Henry County Magistrale. Again, Wyalt's professionalism and Kindness-still surpasses most-of the other
professionals we deal with,

Gavernal Reéyiiolds, you have a tough decision to make. 1 can assure you, you will have no regrets in
appointing Wyatt Petesson (o the District Court Beneh! His demeanor, his, temperament, his fairness.and
respest will bea great addition to ihe Judicial Brancly.

Sincdrehy. )

)ulic _Jéhnsqu-

Washington County Clerk of Comt




Phone 319-385-2712
Civil Office 319-385-4652
Fax 319-385-2384

1056 E. Clay St
P.O. Box 216
Mt. Pleasant. lowa 52641

Meaghan O'Brien June 12, 2018
Office of the Governot
1007 E. Grand Avehue

Des Moines, I1A 50319

Governor Kim Reynolds,

| have worked closely with judge Wyatt Peterson since he became the magistrate for Henry County in
January of 2017. Judge Peterson is 50 easy to work with! If | ever have a question about an inmate or a
mental committal | know that | can call him and he will listen to my question or concern. He is always
patient and professional when giving me his answer or opinion. Judge Peterson carries these
characteristics into the courtroom as well. He treats everyone with respect and is fair with his decisions.
Judge' Peterson takes all factors into consideration before he decides on the terms of release for our
inmates during their Initial appearance. At times, we have inmates who are not respectful or may even
have outbursts In the courtroom. Judge Peterson will remain calm and respectful to the inmate but still
be firm in his decisions.

Judge Peterson started GoToMeeting in Henry County, He came to me shortly after starting and asked if

{ would be interested In using this for weekend court. Prior to this, the judges were coming to the jail in ‘
person on the weekends to do our initial appearances. | was very happy to implement this. We also use
this if we have an uncooperative inmate who may not be safe to take to court. {

| would highly recommend Wyatt Peterson for the position of District Court Judge. He is honest,
trustworthy, calm, falr, and approachable. These are all qualities | feel are very important for this

position.
Julie Pilling 6 :

Henry County Jail Administrator




MITCHELL LAW OFFICE, PLC
Katie Mitchell, Attorney at Law

217 W. Main Street Ph: (319)653-2050

Washington, Iowa 52353 Fax: (844) 270-6616
Website:mitchelllawoffice.com

Se Habla Espafiol
June 11,2018

Governor Kim Reynolds

/o Meaghan O’Brien

Office of the Governor

1007 E. Grand Avenue

Des Moines, Towa 50319

Via email only to Meaghan. Obrien@lowa.gov
Re: Wratt Peterson — District 8B Judicial Vacancy
Dear Governor Reynolds:

I ami a practicing attorney in Washington, Jowa. I am writing to express my enthusiasm at
the possibility of having Wyait Peterson named as the next 8B District Court Judge. I have known
Wryatt since his time in the Washington County Attorney’s Office. During that time, 1 came to
know Wyatt as a skilled, detail oriented attorney. The characteristic that makes Wyatt stand out,
howevet, is his decency to other people. This decency was not simply being kind to others rather,
it was shown in his reasonableness in dealing with opposing counsel, his promptness in handling
cases, and his honesty with counsel and beforée the Court. Wyatt used his prosecutorial discretion
to serve justice, not to just “win” cases.

Since 2010 when he left his position as an Agsistant County Attorney, Wyatt has developed
a well-respected private practice, In my dealings with him in this area, I have found Wyatt to be
very prompt in responding to issues as they arise and eager to work for common sense solutions.

As an attorney who practices primarily in real estate, tax, and probate riow, I believe there
is a need for judges who have knowledge and experience in this area. Wyatt has this knowledge.
Wyait’s wide knowledge of the law, coupled with his decency, would make him an excellent
addition to the District 8B bench.

With sincere regatds,

MITCHELL Wa
Qédlu&’f f Lkl d.

Katie Mitchell



Henry County Supervisors

100 E Washington St Ste 202
Mt Pleasant IA 52641
Fax: 319-385-3601

Marc Lindeen, Member Gary See, Vice-Chairman Greg Mbeller, Chairman
319-385-0760 319-385-0759 319-385-0761

June 13,2018

Honorable Governor Kim Reynolds,

This letter serves as my wholchearted endorsement of Wyatt P. Peterson for the position of
District Court Judge in Judicial District 8B. Thave known Wyatt his entire life and have watched him
grow in an intelligent, respectful and inquiring man.

Wiyat has a quiet, thoughtful presence about him. He does not jump to conclusions, but gathers
information before making decisions. He is a leader and will do what is right.

While living across the road from my elderly aunt, Wyatt brought her daily newspaper to her so
 that she would not have to go outside and get it. At times he would come in and have coffee with her to
keep her company or shovel her front walk when the weather was bad. Ihave always considered him to
be very thoughtful and kind.

It is a pleasure to be in the company of Wyatt. Please strongly consider Wyatt for the position of
District Court Judge.

Sincerely,
Marc B. Lindeen
Henry County Supervisor

The Board of Supervisors meets regulariy on Tuesday and Thursday mornings usually beginning at 9:00 AM. All meetings are open
to the public unless, for purposes described in Code of lowa Chapter 21, a closed meeting is necessary or advisable to protect the
interests of individuals or the County. All persons are invited to take an active roll in Henry County government. Agenda
appointments will need to be scheduled through Henry County Auditor's Office, You may address the Board (without an
appointment) while they are in session if you are willing to wait your turn at an unscheduled agenda time,




The Honorable Kim Reynolds Jjune 14, 2018
Governor of lowa

Office of the Governor
1007 E. Grand Avenue
Des Moines, 1A 50319

Dear Governor Reynolds:

| am writing you today to recommend nominee Mr. Wyatt Peterson for the District Court Judge
position for district 8B. | have had the pleasure of knowing Mr. Peterson for 18 years, which
began when he and | were students together at Drake University School of Law. Mr. Peterson
and | connected early in our law school career and became close friends — our common link to
family farm upbringings shaped both of our interests in course selection and work ethic.

Mr. Peterson is a smart, humble and high integrity individual. | have always admired his ability
to reason and process, as well as communicate with almost anyone in a respectful manner that
clearly conveys his position or demonstrates his inquisitive processing of an issue. Mr. Peterson
is someone who gives thought to his decisions and has always demonstrated wisdom in both
his personal and professional life.

During my friendship with Mr. Peterson | was also fortunate to get to know his wife, Meagan
Peterson, and have seen the family that they are raising in SW lowa. Mr. Peterson is very
committed to his immediate family — Meagan and his kids — but his connection to his larger
family and community has always been healthy, loyal and supportive.

Over the 18 years | have known Mr. Peterson, he and | have lived in different parts of the world
as our careers have progressed. | continue to hold him in very high regard as a friend, a
colleague and leader and 1 would strongly recommend that Mr, Peterson he selected as a
District Court Judge. | am confident that he will represent the judicial system well and will serve
as a leader for the State of lowa and District 8B.

Sincerely,

Matthew A. DekKérs



VANCE LAW OFFICES
101 N. JEFFERSON STREET - P.O, BOX 469
MT. PLEASANT, IOWA 52641-0459
CLIFFORD M, VANCE, JD (1902-1984) ’l‘ELEPHONg lg‘mn 3853736

MICHAEL C. VANCE, /D (310) 3858739
FAX (319} 385-2323

mikevancelaw@gmail com

June 14, 2018

Tonorable Kimberly K. Raynolds
Governor of Jewa

State Capital Building

1007 E. Grand Avenue

Des Momnes, IA B0319

Dear Governor Reyriolds:

It {s with pleasure I write to you in sup}l'i)ort of the selection of Wyatt P. Peterson for
appointment as a District Court Judge in the 8" Judicial District.

I have known Wyatt for several years. He is an intelligent attorney, with a very
unagsuming and calm nature. [ have worked with Wyatt as opposing counsel, both in Court
and in matters outside of Conrt. We have also worked together on other matters involving
various transactions outside of Court.

Wryatt is a gentleman, which coupled with his intellect and demeanor, allows me to
commend him {o you,

Very truly yours,

AW

‘ , Michael C. Vance
MCViw .




Phone 319-385-2712
Civil Office 319-385-4052
: ~2884

106 Clay St.
PO BOX216 v

" Idt. Pleasant, fowa 52641

June 12, 2018 s LTL L

Governor Kim Reynolds
c/o Meaghan O'Brien
1007 East Grand Avenue
Des Moines, lowa 50319

RE; District 8B Court Judge

Governor Reynolds,

| am writing to you to show my support and appreciation for Henry County Magistrate Judge; and local

attorney Wyatt Peterson, for the District 88 District Court Judge.. Wyatt has been serving as a Henry

County Magistrate Judge since early 2017, Wyatt is always availablé to help my office and staff-with any.”

issues that may arise. Wyatt is a very friendly magistraté-and: handles himself with enthusfasny and - oo
professionalism that Is difficult to top. Whyatt Is an approachable-and. tonsclentious ferson.but:is Very.. Lo
stern on the bench when needed to be. Yet, Wyatt is never outof line or overbearing:. Wyatt is".". "ol

consistently fair to all persons who come through his courtroom.c....\7 - B UL LAt AN UM POt Sy

As a person, | find Wyatt to be a respectable man. He is very dedicated.to his wife, family and community.

EH
1 will note that Wyatt will come into the jail for difficult Inmates to be seen for initial appearance rather .
than bringing dangerous persons to his courtroom. Thus, Wyatt is very conscientious of safety too. .
Shortly after taking over as a magistrate, Wyatt was instrumental in helping Initiate closed circuit
television for initlal appearances outside of normal court times. Thus, again promoting safety when
vulnerabiiities were not necessary.

With all this having been said, [ fully recommend Wyatt Peterson as district judge. While the magistrate
courtroom will miss his professional demeanor, our district courts will certainly appreciate the same.
Wyatt will be a very thorough and fair judge for the court system. Wyattis going to make an outstanding

judge.

Respectfully,
7 WJ& s

Richard McNamee
Henry County Sheriff




Schlegel & Salazar, L.L.P.

Attorneys At Law TELEPHONE
ROBERT G. SCHLEGEL (319) 6532147
KATHRYN J. SALAZAR 112 SOUTH AVENUE B
P. 0. BOX 929 FAX
WASHINGTON, IA 52353-0929 (319} 633-5181
June 8, 2018

vig email: Meaghan. Obrien(@lowea Gov

The Honorable Kim Reynolds
Governor, State of lowa

1007 E. Grand Avenue

Des Moines, [A 50319

Re: Nomination of Wyait P. Peterson for 8B District Court Judge
Dear Governor Reynolds:

P'm writing on behalf of Wyatt Peterson regarding his consideration for appointment to the §®
Judicial District position being vacated by the Honorable Judge John G. Linn.

I'have known Wyatt from the time he arrived in Washin gton County as assistant County Attorney,
I still handled some criminal law matters at that time and found Wyatt to always be very professional in
dealing with those cases. Mr, Peterson had come to that job from a civil law firm in Burl ington and there
was an occasion or two that T even discussed civil matters with him based on that experience. Since his
years in the County Attorney’s Office I have dealt with Wyatt periodically on civil matters after his move
back into private practice in his hometown of Winfield. T have not appeared in front of Wyatt as a
magistrate in Henry County, but understand that people are very pleased with his performance in that role.

I'am always pleased when a judicial candidate possesses a broad range of experience. 1 have
always felt Wyatt demonstrated a good command of the law in a number of ficlds, is knowledgeable, fair,
well prepared and possesses the temperament which would be well suited to becoming a successful
district court judge. These are the qualities I feel the person filling Judge Linn’s vacancy will need.

Please accept this letter as my endorsement of Wyatt P. Peterson’s appointment to the 8™ Judicial
District Court,

VYRobert G. Schiegel

RGS:kk




Weaver & Huddle
Law Office
327 N, 2% PO, Box 226
Wapello, TA 52653

W.O. WEAVER (1908-1991) Phone (319) 523-4221 huddle@louisacomm. net
ROGER A. HUDDLE Fax (319) 523-5603

June 11, 2018

Governor Xim Reynolds

Office of the Governor

1007 BEast Grand Ave.

Des Moines, 1A 50319

Via email; Meaghan.Obrien@lowa.Gov

Re: Wyatl Peterson
Dear Governor Reynolds, :

Please accept this letter of support on behalf of Wyatt Peterson concerning the appointment as a
District Court Judge to the 8" Judicial District for the State of Towa. 1have had the opportunity to know
Wiyatt in the practice of law for a number of years, first in brief contact with him as a former prosecutor,
and in the more recent years in private practice, particularly dealing with probate and real estate matters.

The first thing that jumps out about Wyatt is his demeanor and approach — calm, courtecus,
patient. This quality of “judicial temperament” would serve him well as a District Court Judge. Wyatt
has a very common sense approach (o matiers, with compassion and understanding. He deals with legal
issues in a dignified and professional manner.

As with many small town law practices, Wyatt has undoubtedly been exposed to a number of
areas of law that we see in this region — elder law, probate, real estale, agricultural law. I have had
oceasion to work specifically with him on some contested guardianship matters, and know firsthand how
he can treat clients with compassion and respect.

Wyatt’s ability to communicate in a very effective fashion is a real plus. He is a good listener, not
quick to judge or overreact. He combines a good knowledge of the law with a professional and honest
approach. You come away from a conversation with Wyatt as dealing with someone you know you can
frust and who will work hard to solve the issue in an effective and efficient manner. He also presents as

an ideal candidate that balances good professional experience with an age and good health to be
productive for a number of years.

Wyatt Peterson would serve the g™ Judicial District well as a District Court Judge, and would be
someone the people the State of Iowa could trust and be proud of.

RAH/d




Law OFFICES OF

ASPELMEIER, Fiscn, PowEr, ENGBERG & HeLLING, PLC.

ROBERT A. ERGBERG
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*ALE0 ADMITTED IN ILLINOIS

The Honorable Kim Reynolds
Governor of the State of lowa
1007 Rast Grand Avenue

Des Moines, 1A 50319
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June 12, 2018 ASPELMEIER, FISGH, POWER,

WARNER & ENGBERG 18B5-2001)

RE:  Wryatt Peterson — Judicial District 8B Judgeship

Dear Governor Reynolds:

I write in support of Wyatt for this position. Our firm recruited Wyatt out of law school to
begin his legal work as an associate attorney at our firm. Wyatt practiced here for over three years
before a family situation required him to move back to Winfield to operate the family farm due to
untimely family circumstances. We were sorry to see him leave because Wyatt was on a path to
become a partner in our firm. Wyatt worked with me along with several of our other partners in
matters involving real estate and litigation, the most important being a case in the United States
District Court for the Southern District of lowa involving the City of Burlington and BNSF Railway.
Wyatt continually provided valuable assistance in all of these matters, Upon his move back to
Winficld, Wyatt essentially had two places of employment, one on the family farm and the other at a
law office he opened there. At the same time he and Megan began a family, all of which testifies to

his work ethic,

I served as part-time United States Magistrate Judge working out of Butlington from 1972
through 1997, Hence 1 have some insight into the traits necessary to become a successiul judge. A
successful judge must be impartial and objective. He or she must have the proper demeanor on the
bench at all times. It is not the providence of any judge to follow his or her partisan views, but rather
to follow case precedent and stay within the bounds of existing statutory law. Based on my
knowledge of Wyatt, these are traits that he possesses and I have no doubt that he will be successful
on the bench serving the public within our judicial district. You would be wise in sclecting Wyatt

for this position,

WSP/reg

Cordially,
Wm. Scott Power

ASPELMEIER, FISCH, POWER,
ENGBERG & HELLING, P.L.C.



BAINTER AND THOMAS
ATTORNEYS AT LAwW
100 E. CLAY

MOUNT PLEASANT, [OWA B2641-2318
. AREA CODE 3119

TELEPHONE 3885-0740
FAX (318) 385-0743

SELETA A, BAINTER
JEFFREY D. THOMAS
JOSEPHINE BAINTER THOMAS

June 12, 2018

Governor Kim Reynolds
Office of the Governor
1007 E Grand Avenue
Des Moines, IA 50319

RE: Tudicial appointment District 8B — Wyatt Peterson

Dear Governor Reynolds:

I wish to express my support of Wyatt Peterson for the judicial appointment in Iowa Judicial
District 8B. I am an office attorney in Mt. Pleasant, lowa, and have had the opportunity fo work
with Wyatt on real estate and probate matters. Knowing that Wyatt has a great deal of trial
experience, I consider him to be a very well-rounded and capable candidate for the judgeship in

our district.

[ have practiced law in Jowa Judicial District 8B for over 34 years, and have interacted with
many judges in my career. Ibelieve thataJ udge’s intellect and understanding of the intricacies
of the law are also to be matched with appropriate judicial temperament. The lawyers and
citizens in our district are best served by an individual who demonstrates patience, even-
handedness, clarity, timeliness, confidence and humility. It is my belief that Wyait Peterson has

all of the qualities necessary fo be an outstanding Judge.

Please consider this correspondence to be a show of confidence and support for the appointment
of Wyatt Peterson as the next Judge for lowa Judicial District 8B.

NS Wl
Se ainter i

Bainter and Thomas Law Office

Yours yery truly,




Henry County Attorney

Courthouse-—-100 E. Washington St., Suile 101
Mount Pleasant, lowa 52641-1948
Phone (319) 385-0752 Fax (319) 385-0778
Email: coattorney@henrycountyiowa.us

Darin R. Stater Ed Harvey, Assistant County Attorney
County Attorney Terri Quartucel, Assistant County Attorney

June 12, 2018

Governor Kim Reynolds
c/o Meaghan O’Brien
Office of the Governor
1007 E. Grand Avenue
Des Moines, TA 50319

Dear Governor Reynolds,

1 am writing to express my support for Wyatt Peterson as the next District Court Judge for District
8B. In the sixteen months I have known Magisirate Peterson I have been very impressed by him. T
represent the State in Magistrate Peterson’s courtroom several times a week, Magistrate Petersoxn is
always on time and ready to proceed. He handles the courtroom well and clearly explains the court
process to the participants. Magistrate Peterson is always calm, respectfill, and treats all parties

fairly.

Magistrate Peterson carefully reviews requests for warrants and does notjust “rubber stamp”
documents that are set in front of him for consideration. 1have personally been involved in matters
where Magistrate Peterson took the time to review the law in order to take informed decisions in
complex matters. Magistrate Peterson is thoughtfisl, inteliigent, competent, and fair. He would be an
excellent choice for District Court Judge for District 8B.

Terrt Quartucci
Assistant Henry County Attorney




1 Hlenty County Attorney

s il - : . .
T Courthouse--~100 E. Washington St., Suite 101,
! b |_{u Mount Pleasant, lowa 52641-1940

B= Phone (310) 385-0752  Fax (319) 385-0778
Emall: coattorney@henrycountylowa.us

Parin R. Stater Ed Harvey, Assistant County Attorney
County Attorney Terri Quartucel, Assistant County Attorney

June 13, 2018

Governor Kim Reynolds
lowa State Capitol
1007 Easf Grand Ave,
Des Moines, |A 56310

Dear Governor Reynolds:

it is my privilege io recommend Henry County Magistrate Wyatt Peterson for the position of District Court
Judge serving Judicial District 8B,

I have appeared before Magistrate Peterson on numerous occaslons, primarily for initial appearances and
simple misdemeanor trials. In my experfénce Magistrate Peterson has unfailingly demonstrated excellent
judicial temperament. Magistrate Peterson is approachable, even tempered, and respectful to attorneys,
defendants, court staff and all parties appearing before him. Magistrate Peterson runs his courtroom
efficiently and generates rulings in a timely manner.

Magistrate Peterson strongly reminds me of a recent judictal appointee, District Court Judge Mark Kruse
of Judicial District 8B ini intelligence, temperament, and personality. Judge Kruse has proven to be an
outstanding choice, just as Magistrate Peterson would be to maintain the integrity of our judiciary.

| believe Wyatt Peterson to be an outstanding candidate for 88 District Court Judge. It is my pleasure to
give him my full endorsement for the position.

Sincerely,

Darin R. Statér '
Henry County Atforney




KimM REYNOLDS OrrICE OF THE GOVERNOR ADAM GREGG
GOVERNOR LT GOVERNOR

June 27, 2018

M. Wyatt P. Peterson
1442 Lexington Avenue
Winfield, Iowa 52659

Dear Mr. Peterson,
It is a pleasure to appoint you a District Judge in judicial election district 8B for the Eighth

Judicial District, State of Iowa, pursuant to Jowa Code Chapter 46 for an initial term ending
December 31, 2020.

Enclosed are two copies of an oath of office to be executed by you in the presence of a notary
public within ten days and forwarded to the Secretary of State, State Capitol, Des Moines, Iowa
50319. ' .

Governor of Towe

cc:  The Honorable Paul Pate, Secretary of State of lowa
The Honorable Mark S. Cady, Chief Justice
Todd Nuccio, State Court Administrator’s Office

Replaces: The Honorable John Linn
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Kim Reynolds OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR  Adam Gregg
GOVERNOR LT. GOVERNOR

Mr. Jason Besler
2447 5th Avenue SE
Cedar Rapids, IA 52403

Dear Mr. Besler,

This letter confirms your appointment on Jupe 21, 2018 as District Court Judge in judicial
election district 6 for the State of Iowa. Congratulations on your appointment.

Enclosed are two copies of an oath of office to be executed by you in the presence of a notary
public and forwarded to the Secretary of State, State Capitol, Des Moines, Iowa 50319.

Governor of 1owa

cc: The Honorable Paul Pate, Secretary of State of lowa
The Honorable Mark S. Cady, Chief Justice
Todd Nuccio, State Court Administrator’s Office
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Kim Reynolds OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR  Adam Gregg
GOVERNOR LT. GOVERNOR

M1, Michael Jacobsen
1000 E 17" Street South
Newton, TA 50208

Dear Mr. Jacobsen,

This letter confirms your appointment on June 21, 2018 as District Court Judge in judicial
election district S5A for the State of Jowa. Congratulations on your appointment.

Enclosed are two copies of an oath of office to be executed by you in the presence of a notary
public and forwarded to the Secretary of State, State Capitol, Des Moines, Towa 50319,

cc:  The Honorable Paul Pate, Secretary of State of lowa
The Honorable Mark S. Cady, Chief Justice
Todd Nuccio, State Court Administrator’s Office

Page 1 of1
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Supreme Court of Hotoy

IOWA JUDICIAL BUILDING
1i11 E, COURT AVENUE

DES MOINES, 1A 50319
TEL: (515) 348-4968

July 8, 2018

Ryan Koopmans
Chief of Staff

Office of the Governor
State Capitol

Des Moines, I1A 50319

Dear Ryan:

The chief justice asked me to write to you regarding the appointment process for the most
recent district judge position in the 6 judicial district. | hope | do not sound too formal, but |
think it is important to spealk in a way that captures the true thoughts and feelings of the chief
justice about the essential need for trust in government and its application to this matter.

Those authorized to act in government must often also decide what is required to be done fo
carry out their responsibilities. This is true in making a judicial appointment under the
Constitution. It means it is up to the governor to give meaning to the constitutional directive
for judicial appointments to be made within thirty days. This decision is not unlike many
decisions that must be made throughout govermment each day to carry out the
responsibilities within each branch of government. Indeed, it is a critical part of our
democratic process and the reason public officials take an oath to support the Constitution
and the law. The chief justice understands and appreciates the responsibility of the Governor
and other public officials to make such decisions, and views that authority and discretion with
the greatest deference and respect. He believes respect and comity from within government
is as essential to achieving greater public trust and confidence of government, as are the
checks and halances built into government.

In practice, the chief justice has always considered a judicial appointment was made when it
was communicated to the nominee. This communication from the governor to the nominee is
a time-honored practice that every judge in this state has experienced, and an honor no
judge has ever forgotten. To my knowledge, itis a practice that has always occurred within
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thirty days of the nomination by the judicial nominating commission. Nevertheless, this long-
standing practice does not mean judicial appointments cannot be made in other ways.

With the recent district judge appointment in the 61 judicial district, the Governor's Office
communicated to the chief justice, the secretary of state, and the public that the appointment
of Jason Besler as district court judge was made on Thursday, June 21, 2018, which was day
thirty following the nomination. You have further communicated that Governor Reynolds
made “the verbal appointment” on that date, but did not notify Besler or issue a public
statement on the appointment until Monday, June 25, 2018. Although the appointment was
not communicated to Besler or made public until Monday, June 25, Governor Reynolds
determined that the appointment was made on June 21 when she made the decision to
select Besler. Consequently, the chief justice respectfully defers to and accepts the decision
by Governor Reynaolds that this appointment was made on June 21.

Very truly yours,

Mally Kottmeyer d/&/

Counsel to the Chief Justice

{




Judicial Appointments

The Towa Constitution grants the Govetnot the authotity to appoint district court and appellate
judges from the list of nominees submitted by the disttict or state judicial nominating commission.
See Towa Const, art. V, § 15. But “[iJf the governor fails for thirty days to make the appointment, it
shall be made from such nominees by the chief justice of the supreme court,” Id.; see also Iowa Code
§ 46.15 (requiring the Chief Justice to make the appointment if the Governor does not “make an
appointment within thirty days after a list of nominees has been submitted”).

The Governor makes an appointment when she chooses the nominee to serve as a judge. See fobnson
2. Sampson, 24 SW.2d 306, 308 (Ky. 1930) (“It seems to be quite universally conceded that the ‘mete
making of an appointment’ consists only ‘in the choice by the appointing power of the petrson
appointed,” and when that condition of mind is reached with the appointer he has in his own mind
made an appointment.”); fobuston v. Wilson, 2 N.JH. 202, 203 (1820) (stating the “general principles”
that “the choice of a petson to fill an office constitutes the essence of his appointment” and that
“[a]fter the choice, if thete be a commission” o other formalities, “these are forms only which may
or may not be necessary to the validity of any acts under the appointment, according as usage and

positive statute may ot may not render them indispensable™).

As long as the Governot chooses from the nominees within the required thirty days, she has made
the appointment. And the Chief Justice is thus not requited to make it. Sez Iowa Const. art. V, § 15,
This is so even if the Governot does not inform the appointed judge ot publicly announce the
appointment until a Jater date because neither of these actions are necessary for the Governor to
make the choice. Cf Chief Justice John G. Robetts, 2076 Year-End Report on the Federal Judiciary,
available at https:/ /www.suptemecoutt.gov/publicinfo/year-end /201 6year-endreport.pdi
(recounting that one of the first U.S, district court judges was appointed and confirmed without his
knowledge until President Washington wtote to inform him of his unexpected new judicial officc).

To be sure, the appointment is an official act of the Governor that must be recorded in the
executive journal. See lowa Code § 7.2 (“The governor shall cause a journal to be kept in the
executive office, in which a record shall be made of each official act as done, except if in cases of
emergency an act is done away from the office, such entry shall be made as soon thereafter as may
be.”). And the appointment “shall be in writing” and filed in the Secretary of State’s Office. Id.

§ 69.10; see alse id. § 62.23(1). But failure to comply immediately with these documentary
requirements would not affect the validity of an appointment and would instead merely “be an
irregulatity only which could be complied with at any time.” State ex rel. Halbach v. Claussen, 250 N.W.
195, 201 (Iowa 1933), This makes particular sense given the purpose of this Constitutional
provision, which is designed to ptevent a govetnor from shrinking the judiciary by refusing to fill
judicial vacancies. See Todd E. Pettys, The Iowa State Constitution 232 (2d ed. 2018).




A contrary interpretation of these statutory provisions would infringe upon the Governor’s
constitutional authority to appoint judges. The Constitution merely requires that the Governor
“make the appointment” and provides thirty days for the Governor to consider this impottant
decision. See Iowa Const. att. V, § 15, Requiring that other acts——such as the writing and filing of the
appointment—also to occur within the thirty-day period granted by the Constitution would
necessazily reduce the time available the Governor to make the appointment. And conditioning the
Governot’s constitutional authority to make the appointment on the satisfaction of these additional
statutory requirements would impermissibly alter the balance of the appointment power between the
Governor and the Chief Justice. This, a statute cannot do.

The people of Iowa could have imposed additional duties on the Governor with respect to
appointments in the Constitution, but they did not do so. In fact, the Towa Constitution—unlike the
U.S. Constitution—does not require the Governor to issue a commission to judges or other state
officers. Compare U.S. Const. att. II, § 3 (requiting that the President “shall Commission all the
Officers of the United States™), with Iowa Const. art. IV, § 21 (providing certain requirements {or
“orants and commissions” but not authorizing or mandating their issuance); see also Iowa Code § 9.3;
Iowa Attorney General Opinion to G.W. Kirtley, 1937 WL 67730 (Aps. 3, 1937) (“There is no
provision in the constitution or in the statutes which definitively sets out the scope of authotity of

the governor to issue commissions to appointed officers.”).
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